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Legislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, Sth November, 1911.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
pme. and read prayers.

SWEARING-IN.

Mr. J. J. McDonald (Gascoyne) took
the oath and subseribed the voll.

QUESTION—-EARLY CLOSING
PROSECUTION.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS asked the Minister
for Justice: 1, Has ibhe ailention of the
Minister heen drawn_te the low fine 1m-
posed ou J. T. Glowrey, of lhe Palace
hotel, in the Perib Police Court on Nov-
ember G, on the charge of baving during
Show week neglected to allow five dining
room assistanls a half-holiday, and failing
to keep a proper record of hours worked
by his emplovees? 2, Will the Minister
inquire ag to whether there werve extennai-
ing cirenmsiances such as to warrant the
imposition of the small penaily?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE re-
plied: 1. Nol previously. 2, Inquiry has
heen made, and the following report re-
ceived from the Clerk of Petty Sessions:
—*“There were six charges nnder Section
10 of ‘The Early Closing Act, 1902’
against J. T. Glowrey. the licensee of the
Palace hotel, Perlh. Defendant, through
his solicitor, Mr. M. (. Lavan, pleaded
zuiliv 1o each of the charges, and the
Bench, comprising Messrs, 1. L. Gliek
{chairman} and W. H. MeCormacl and
.l Tollerdell, jusiices, considered a fine
of 2s. Brd.. with 22s, cosis, divided belween
each of ihe cases, sulficient fo meet the
charges. Mr. Lavan explained {o the court
that as the offences were committed during
Show week, when the siaff of the hotc!
were very busy, the matter was over-
looked. I have interviewed My, Gliek,
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the chairman of the Bench, and he gave
the above as his reasons for the Courf’s
decision.”

QUESTION — SPECTAL TRAIN,
PERTH TO ALBANY, COST.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Railways: What was the cost to the State
of the speeinl train from Perth to Albany
and vefurn therefrom used by the then
Premier, Mr. Frank Wilson, ex Perth on
September 21st last?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: £167 3s. 4d. For a portion of
the distance the train was availed of for
the haulage of woods.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third day.

Mr. 8. STUBBS (Wagin):
some points in His
upon  which T would like (o say a few
words.  One thing that struek me was
the announcemeni that the Government
expected to have a deficiency at the
end of the finaneinl year. T do not know
whether the Government are any different
from a firm in privade business, seeing
that in many depariments they are rua-
ning commereial coueerns, but I do not
think it is a good ndvertisement for the
State (hat The Speech should eall the at-
tention of the world al larze 1o 1he fact
that the Giovernmment of Wesfern Ans-
tralia expecied a defieit al the end of the
financial year, I know what would hap-
pen lo any business man if. at the begin-
ning of his year’s operations, he advertised
that he wounld have a deftvieney at the end
of the year. T venfure fo say his banker

There are
Excellency’s Speech

“would he very chary about lending him

more money. It seems (o me that that
part of the Governor’s Speech would have
heen hetler left until the expiration of
the finanecial year when, if necessary, it
could have been announced that we had
a deficiency. Towever, 1 suppose it will
be said Ihat this is only a matter of
opinion. Thiring the recent eampaign one
or lwo maiters were brought prominently
before the eleclors. One upon which, I
think, T gained more votes in the Wagin
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distriet. than upon anything else, was the
policy expounded by the present Premier
of the non-alienation of Crown lands.
For a great many years past we have ad-
vertised all over the world that we have
millions of acrves of land for sale in Wes-
tern Australia, and that all we wanted
was men of energy to come Lo the State
and take up the land at a reasonable
price. That advertisement, I think, has
appeared in almost every part of the
LEnglish speaking world, and if the poliey
that was propounded by Mr. Seaddan on
the bustings is earried into effeet, I ven-
ture to say it will have a very bad effeet
upon the number of desirable men whom
we all wish to see coming {o Western
Australin to settle and develop our vast
agricultural arecas. T hope that when the
Government hring in the proposed bill
it will not be so drastic us 1o aliempt to
prevent the further sale or alienation of
Crown lands. To my mind, it would be dis-
astrons in a young country such as this to
attempt to prevent the sale of Crown
lands, and 1 am certain that many per-
sons thronghout the whole of the agvi-
cultural areas agree with me that it will
not be in the best interests of the country
if sueh a Bill ever should become law.
The system of leaseholds, which it is pro-
posed to adopt in lieu of the present
svstem, will not induce a greai number of
people to rush to Western Australia to
scttle. Yet there are thousands of neres
of agrieultural land within an assured
rainfall siill awaiting settlement and re-
quiring only men of pluek and energy to
develop them and thereby enhance the
richness of the State in every depart-
ment. I hope, therefore, that the Go-
vernment will not take the extreme steps
that they said they intended to take with
regard to the sale of Crown lands. While
on the subject of Crown lands, let me say
that I am one of those who believe that
past Governments made a mistake in
fixtng the prices at which the land was
sold. During the eampaign I had a con-
siderable imount of travelling through-
out the Great Southern areas and par-
ticularly in the Wagin distriet, and 30
and 40 miles away from any proposed
line of railway I came across people who

had taken up land at from 15s. to 22s. 6d.
per acre. 1 regret that many of those
people have gone on the land duving the
last twelve months under very adverse
circumstunces, Providence has not been
too kind to them in the matter of rainfail
and many have to cart water a distance
of from 20 to 30 miles. T was extremely
pleased to liear that the Government in-
tend to help by every possible means in
their power those settlers in the BEasiern
distriets who are suffering through short-
age of rain, and who, with their families,
would have to abandon their holdings if
prompt steps were not taken to enable
them to get water supplies at a veason-
able price. Every person throughout
Western Australia will nuphold the aetion
of the Government in ameliorating the
conditions of the settlers in the dry areas,
and 1 hope that the lands board or the
Minister, or whoever deals with the gnes-
tion of further alienation, will take care
to see that the prices fixed after the sur-
veyors have sent in their reporis ave
mare moderale than they have heen of
late. Beeause I maintain that these wen
wlo go out inlo the new distriets east of
what I consider the assured rvainfall
should be encouraged by getting their
land eheap, and even if the rents were
not collected for the first five vears it
would be a step in the right direetion,
provided. of eouvse, 1hat they eomplied
with the improvement conditions.

Mr. Bolton : Do you not think they
should be diseouraged from going beyond
the assured vainfall ?

My, 5. 8STUBBS: The yuestion is what
is the linit of the assared rainfall. There
have been no means of ascertaining cor-
rectly the vainfall in some of the distriets
that are supposed to be outside the safe
limit. Qut Lake Grace way, the place
which T have partienlarly in mind at this
moment, the old settlers will tell you ihat
this has been the worst year they have ex-
perienced, bot although they have no
zauges for recording the rainfall, they
eonsider thal if is from 12 to 15 inches,
FEven 10 inghes falling al an opportune
time is sufficient to grow wheat, but if it
falls in the month of June or July, there
is a great risk to the farmer's crop. In
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connertion with the announeement made
by the Minister for Lands in the Press the
other day warning people that he was
going to see that the conditions under
which land bad been taken up were com-
plied with, [ take it from a subsequent
statement made by him that it is intended
to put a stop to men traffickinz in land
for the purpose of gain. In my humble
opinion, if 97 ont of 100 people who have
taken up land under the conditions laid
down by Acts of Parliameunt are legilimate
setilers and desirous of eventually making
homes for themselves on the land, it would
be a great mistnke indeed to run a steam
roller over those 97 in ihe hope of catch-
ing the three men who might have taken
up land not for the purpose of working it,
but rather for the sake of getling a profif
from somebody else who might come
along after they had selected. In that eon-
nection I think I am right in saying that
the financial institutions of Western Aus-
tralia have done a remarkable amount of
work, for which very few people give
them eredif, in lending money on condi-
tion purchnse land to the average man
who seleels in various parts of the State.
The Agricultural Bank, too, has done its
part in that good work. I have no reason
to doubt the statement made by the
Government that there are men who
traffic land 1n an illegitimate man-
ner. I agree that such people should
be brought to bhook, and that any
infringement of the eonditions under
which they have - selected their land
should be punished even to the exlent
of forfeiture, but T am afraid that a great
number of legitimate farmers will suffer.
The finaneial institulions will refrain
from lending any more money to a man,
no matter how legitimate may be bis efaim
for a lonn to enable him to improve his
holding. T fear that the majority of the
bankers will he chary about lending money
in futore, seeing that at any moment the
Minister may cause an officer to visit a
man’s holding and then declare that the
land shall be forfeited because the eondi-
tions have not been complied with. I do
not say for a moment that the Minister
would do such a thing, because I believe

Mr. Bath to be an honourable and up-

right man, bul couniry bank managers
will not take the risk of being brought to
book for lending money to farmers, when
there is a risk that the inspector may re-
port to the Minister that the condifions
have nol been complied with. Caution 1s
the ovder of the day with the bank man-
agers nowadays, and I hope that the Min-
ister will deal leniently with the men who
have gone into the baek bloecks and en-
dured hardships of whieh those who live
in the City have no eonception. They do
not work eight hoors a day on a farm;
they are busy anything from 12 to 16
houts a day in the endeavounr fo build up
howes for themselves and their families,
and they cannot do that without the ald
of cupital. Again, many storekeepers
can testify that they have assisted =2
number of people who have gone on the
land by giving them as mueh as £200
worth of eredit without any security at
all, and if every storekeeper before giving
credit to a settler bas to send a repre-
sentative to the farm to see that every
condition of selection has been complied
with, I venture to say that many legiti-
mate farmers will find themselves unable
to get the credit which they bhave heen
accustomed to get in the past. I trust
that this matter will be noted by the Mini-
ster, and if he desires to get verificalion
of what I have said he will find it in many
districts besides this one of which I have
spoken. 1 Dlelieve that we have a hig
heritage in the agrieultural resources of
Western Australia, a heritage such as few
of the States of the Commonwealth pos-
sess. I credit the Government with being
aetuated by a desive to do juslice {o every-
body, but I hope that in their desire to
prevent the country being rooked by a
few persons, who, they say, have heen
in the habit of frafficking in land, they
will not do arr injustice unintentionaily
to seores of men who are endeavowring to
make Western Australia the grand Siate
whiell I believe it is destined to be. In
regard lo the late elections and the pre-
paration of the rolls, I regret to say that
a great number of the names that were
sent in for inelnsion on the roll for the
distriet T have the honour to represent
were nol put on for some unaeccuntable
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reason. [ sent my own name to the re-
gistrar to be placed on the roll, but for
some unexplained reason that was nol
done, and other names which I sent for-
ward in ample lime were also omitted.
Tt was advertised ihat all pames whick
were sent in hy the 3ist August would be
inserted in either the main roll or a sup-
plementary voll.  Unfortunately Wagin
did not have a supplementary roil, and
the names of scoves of persons sent up
in ample time were not put on the roll
so that these persons were disfranchised.
As Mr, Nenke, my opponent, informed me
that a number of names he caused to be
sent in for inclusion were also omitted,
I do not think it was done with any in-
tention. I think it was carelessness, or
that there was a screw loose in the de-
partment eountvolling the compilation of
these volls, T hope some inguiry will be
made into the reason why so mauy scores
of persons were disfranchised.

Mr. Taylor: Was your name omitted?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Yes.

Mvr. Taylor: Bat it is on the Parlia-
ment roll, so you are better off than the
others.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Last session many
lines of railway were aunthorised for con-
struetion, and I hope the poliey of the
present Government will be in (he direc-
tion, not only of building these lines, but
also of bringing in Bills for the construe-
tion of many more. Many members will
have lines of railway lo bring before the
commitiee the Premter- has notified his
intention of appointing to supersede the
present advisory board. T think the in-
tention is a good one, it meets with my
hearty support, and I-hope the commit-
te¢ will be appointed soon and get to
work. There are one or two lines in the
distriet T represent. The extension of the
Dumbleyung line was authorised last ses-
sion and the work is now in course of
cohstruetion departmentally; hut owing
to the inability of the department to pro-

_eure sleepers the line has been hung up,
and hundrveds of settlers east of Dumble-
yung who were dependent upon the iron
horse to carry their produce te¢ market
are very anxions that the present Govern-
raent should see that the promise made by

the late Governmnent is fulfilled, and that
the construction is completed in time for
the present grain harvest. Another line
promised by the previous Government is
the Wagin-Darkan, to shorten the dis-
tance for the carriage of the grain, which
I hope will shortly be hundreds of thou-
sands of bags, from the Wagin distriet to
the neavest port, Bunbury, for shipment
to the old world. As soon as the Com-
mittee is appointed I intend 1o try to get
them and the Government lo see eye fo
eve with e in the walfer of the construe-
tion of this line, beeause I believe that the
zone of Wagin geographically is that
Bunbury is the neavest port, and that
Bunbury should be able to carry from the
State the produce grown in the Wagin
district. Therefore, I hope this line will
be constructed in the near future. T
have no hesitation in saying it is war-
ranted. Hundreds of settlers who have

‘setiled on the route from eight to fifteen

years, and who are now earting their pro-
duce 16 te 17 miles, which does not pay
in any shape or form, have been living in
the hope that this line would be econ-
strueted. Looking through. the 1506 re-
turn of the Public Service Commissioner
I find we bave a population of 261,000
people, but I was astonished to find that
it cost £1,557,396 to pay the salaries and
wages of the men and women employed in
the Government service during 1906. If
wages and salaries paid by the State are
to increase at the rate they appear io be
doing, the money that wiil be required to
pay the civil sérviee of this State will bz
something enormous. No countey can be
prosperous inless it pays good wages. 1
I have no guarrel with that; but if il
going to cost this enormous sum every
year fo manage a handful of people, we
are running the country in & socialistic
manner in disguise, becase one in every
seven adults is a civil servant, or a man
drawing a salavy from the Government.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Does not the railway employee
earn his money? )

Mr. S. STUBBS: Probably, but the
railway men are nol drawing this one
and a half millions, only a small portion

of it. Tt costs more than half the rev-
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enue of the Siate to run the country. Iff
a business man was to spend in wages
half the money he earned he would scon
be in the insolveney court. It behoves
any Government, Liberal or Labour, to
wateh the growth of the civil service and
the amount of money it is costing the
country to run it every year. It was re-
eently announced that certain men's
wages were levelled np to 8s.  No one
ean say 8s. is a big wage. We all know
the cost of living in (his country has
been advaneing for some years past; but
I do not think the blame for that rests
on the late Government, as some people
tried to make out on the hustings; nor
do I think the Labour Government, if
they had been in power, would have been
to blame either; but the point seems fo
me that there are men in the Government
service in responsible positions, raore re-
sponsible than those of the 8s. a day
men, who are not getting more than Ss.
a day. Can anyone assnre me that these
men are going to be satisfied with 8s.
a day? Many of them work more than
eight hours a day. There are raihway
officials in eharge of porters, men in the
goods sheds, and they have fo work more
than eight hours but yet are not getting
more than 8s. They say, “What is lhe
incentive to us to take the responsibilily
when we are not getting more than a
porter’?
Mr. Price:

known of this?

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I was speaking only
a few days ago to a gentleman who said,
“T belteve they have raised the salaries of
porters, but what about the stationmas-
ters? We work 16 hours a day very
often, and do not get any salary com-
mensurate with the responsibilities we
have. They ean raise the porters’ wages;
I suppose we will be also entitled to a
rise in wages soon.” 1 have no quarrel
with that; but where will it end? Tt is
all right paying out higher and higher
wages, but sooner or later there must be
a time when a halt must be called. We
have lo raise money, and if we are going
to pay half the money we get in revenue
in paying wages we will find very shortly
that the British moneylender will ery a

How long is it yvou have
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halt too. I hope the Government in their
anxiety to see that everybody is well paid
will not overlook the faet that the popu-—
lation of this State does not warrant the
number of men emploved in the Govern-
ment service. I hope the time will come
when the Government will say, “We are
not going to have any more civil servants
unless the papulation of the conntry in-
creases in proportion.”

The Minister for Mines: We have got
rid of one or two already.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: I think you will have
fo gel rid of one or two thousands in a
few vears time.

Mr. George: Not as long as they have
voles.

Mr. Carpenter:
start entting down?

Mr. S. STUBBS : I may be able to
show where savings may be made in ad-
ministration. There is too much over-
lapping among departments. Veéry often
men who are sent to inspect some work
that is to be done could easily inspect
another work alongside that another de-
pariment ‘has control over. A great
deal of monev counld be saved in that
direction. However, it is not for me to
suggest that; T only ask the Govern-
ment to Jook carefully into the question
of the number of civil servants em-
ployed: becanse, comparing the popu-
lation of Western Aunstralia with the
populations of the Eastern Staies, we
will find the proportion of eivil servants
very much greater here. Tif may be
argued that the large traets of territory
in Western Australia aceount in a great
measure for the number of officials, that
the hnge distances they have to travel is
accountable for the great many more
hands than would otherwise be neeessary
for the management of a State with less
than 300,000 people. Tf the number of
civil servants increases in the next five
vears as I believe it has inereased in the
past live years, some steps will have to be
taken to cope with this question. I will
not say that the laie Govermment were
thrown out of office heeause fhe eivil
servants voted against ithem in large
numbers,

Where would you
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Mr,
how:

Mr. S. STUBBS : T believe a great
many did ; but no eivil service in Aus-
irala was (reafed more generously as 2
whole than our public service was by the
Iast {(tovernment. There may have been
one or two individual eases of hardship,
but in controlling a hig number of men
like that individual eases will erop up,
The vast majority of the eivil servants
in this State were treated handsomely by
the late Crovernment.

Mr. Lander : On sweating wages,

Mr. S. STUBRS ; The Labour Govern-
ment paid 6s. a day to some of its em-
ployees.

The Minister for Mives :
State farm !

Me. [Lander: The late Government
paid £90 a year to teachers.

Mr. 8. STUBBS : When in Seotland
recently T was asked many questions
about the payment for teachers in West-
crn Australia, and I said the salaries
ranged from £100 io £150 for teachers
capable of looking after schrols of 40 or
50 children. Many wmen in Tngland,
Masters of Arts and Bachelors of Axrts,
are working for £90 n year, and are glad
to gel it. 1 advised many of them to
come to Western Australin, and T do not
think any of those with degrees attached
to their names would get under £150 or
£200 a year, and I have vei to learn T was
ineorrect in telling them that. Tn Seot-
land they are many leaching in schools,
working tar longer homrs than the
teachers do in Western Awustralia, and
getting not muech more fhan will keep
hody and seul {ogether. T am no advoecate
of low wages for schoel teachers. I he-
lieve they have a monotonous life, and I
think anything Parliament ean do to raise
the conditions and salaries of State
school teachers will commend itself to
the House, at any rate it will to me ; but
the wages paid here are not too had. In
Enpgland one can find nuinbers of people
working 10 to 12 honrs a day at from
£1 to £1 5s. a week, when the same eclass
of work here is bringing 12s. to 14s. a
day. One wonders how they live,

Good old

George: [t was a hig factor, any-.

10

Hon, W, C. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : 1 have seen them pay 50s. a year
rent.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: And pay heavy rales
and laxes.

Fon, W, C. Augwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : No one pays rates and taxes there.

Mr. 5. STUBBS: You cannot gel rooms
in England now wilhout having to pay a
fair price for them. The wages in Aus-
iralia are not too bad, and T think if the
counlry is prosperous, good wages should
be paid.  There is sueh a thing as killing
the goose Ihat lavs Lhe golden egg. We
cannot conduet ihe affairs of this country
without horvowing money, and T say that
the lime ig not far distant when the man
from whom we are borrowing the money
will want to know how we are spending
it, in eomparison with what is earned. [
tiave no desire lo keep the House any
longer except to say thal any measnres
that ihe Government may bring forward,
which, in my opinion, are in the best in-
terests of (he State, will receive my cordial
support, but anything which I think is
detrimental to my constituents, or to any
portion of the country, T shall not hesitate
to voice my humble opinion against it.

Me. MUNSIE (Hannans): I do not
intend to oecupy the time of the House
al any great length on the subject of the
Address-in-replty. There is just one mal-
ter that I would like to mention whigh
struek me forcibly as a new member on
the opening day in Parliamenf, and that
is that many of the ceremonies in eonnee-
tion with the opening procedures conld,
in my opinion, be discentinued to the ad-
vantage and the welfare of the working
of the State generally. I believe that the
electors when retnrning embers to Par-
linment do so in order that they may ecarcy
on the necessary business of ihe State;
therefore T contend that there is a zoed
deal of nnnecessary formula adopted on
such occaszions whieh counld bhe done away
with. In conneclion with the debate on
the Addvess-in-reply the leader of the
Opposition stated in the course of his
remarks, 1hat the fact of no definite men-
tion in the Governor's Speech of railways
for the goldfields would be a bitter dis-
appeointment to the members representing
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those constituencies. 1 wish to state, as
a member representing a goldfields con-
stitneney, that I feel no disappointment
at the absence of mention of any railways
for the goldfields in ihe Speech. I also
honestly believe that my constituents feel
no disappoiniment. I will say that I
realise, at all events, and I made use of
it from the public platform in my cen-
stituency, that a great amount of benefit
would acerne to the people in those elec-
torates if there were sympatbetic and
proper administration of the Acts already
on the stafute-book. I also realise that
the Ministers are new to their present
offices. They certainly reguire a reason-
able amount of time in order to get into
touch with the working of the different
depariments. That being the case, and
being firmly of the opinion that it is the
wishh of nol only this side of the House
but of memhers opposite, that the present
session should not eontinue over Christ-
mas, I contend that Ministers have acted
wisely in the matters that they have placed
in the Governor's Speech for the con-
sideration of the House. There are many
matters of vital importance to the con-
stituenis that I represent that I will be
anxious to see in the Governor’s Speecli
at the opening of the next session. While
I am quite prepared to give the present
Government all the assistance that T pos-
sibly ean to carry out the proposals which
are embodied in the Governor’s Speech,
on this oeeasion I do not intend to deal
with the Speech generally, and I shall
ouly refer to one or two matters. First
of all I desirve to refer to the question of
the amendment of the Conciliation and
Arbitration Aet. Whilst I believe that
we would not have sulficient time to give
to the people of Western Australia, the
workers in particular, a Conciliation and
Arbitration Act which wonld be absolutely
satisfactory, and fto make all the altera-
tions required to make it a workable and
practicable measore, T do believe it is the
intention of the Government to introdnee
a few most necessary amendments to this
Act. In my opinion one of the most neces-
sary amendments is that referring to the
manner in which an organisation may
approach the eourt. The Aet at present
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provides that a majority of the union, or
the organisation, shall vete in favour of
the resolution authorising that a ballot of
the members be taken to approach the
court. That in my opinion is absolutely
miueeessary. I think that the individual
nembers arve safegnarded inasmueb as
they have the right to have a say by balloi
as to whether or not the court shall be
approached, and I fail to see where the
necessity eomes in for having a majority
of the members of the organisation pre-
sent at any meeting to decide that point.
The organisation of whiek I have the
honouy of being a member, the Kalgoorlie
and Boulder branch of the Miners
Union, would have to take one of two
courses to get to the court. It would
either mean that we would have to hang
up the mining industry on the Kastern
Goldfields for al least one day, or else
convene a meeling for Sunday, in order
to met a majority of the members present
to earry a resolution authorising the wen-
bers to take a ballot to approach the
eourt. That, in my opinion, i% quite un-
necessary and should not remain in the
Act any longer. I hope that the Govern-
wment will see that that alteration is
brought about. T might instance another
society, the Engine Drivers’ Union. We
have had one expevience already of the
Perth braneh of the Engine Drivers’
Tnion endeavouring to get to the eonrt.
Tt necessitated the hanging up of
the whole of the timber industry in
the South-West for a whole week in
order to gef all their members to come to
Perth to ecarry the resolution to say
whether they should go to the ecourt. Those
instances are sulficient evidence in faveour
of amending the Aect in this direction im-
medintely. There is another point which
needs serious consideration at the present
juncture and that is the registrafion of
unions as they are at present composed.
Under existing eircamstances it is a very
difficult malter for many organisa-
tions on the goldfields —1I know of
some organisations which have been
in existence for six months, and
through no fault of their own, and from
my way of thinking at all events, throngh
no reasonable grounds, have been refused
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‘the vight to register, I contend that when
-an organisation is formed, if it is any-
thing within reason at all, every facility
should be given to it to register, even
though on the faee of it it appears to be
.a continuance of composite unions, There
are many other alterations I would like
to see included, but representing as 1 do
4 distriet which this Aet particnlarly af-
fects, T am prepared to wait until there
is sufficient time to deal with the compre-
hensive amending measure. There is an-
other matter I would like to touch upon
which is not veferred to in the Governor’s
Speech, If there is any conslitueney in
Western Australia whieh should be dis-
appointed over anything, my constituents,
I think, ought io be disappointed at the
:absence of any mention of an amendment
to the Mines Regulation Act. 1 am pre-
pared to say from practieal experience
that the existing Act is not a fair one so
far as the employees are coneerned. I am
-also prepared to say that under faiv ad-
ministration the measure as at present
constituted can be made considerably het-
ter for the employvees. T hope that not
Iater than nexl session the Government
will introduce an amendment, and when
they do that T irust the amending Bill
will re-enact Sections 20 and 27 of the
1895 AMining Act. Seclion 20 in particu-
lar, and the section giving the right of the
employee to sue the company for injury
or for negleet resulfing in injury sheuld
find a place in the amending measure. T
think a majority of the members are
wall  aware that since the passage
0f the Mines Regulation Bill in 1906,
hardly a ecase in Western Australia
in regard to suing for damages has
ever been successfully contested, thongh
I am prepared to say in many in-
stances evidence has proved almost wilful
nezleet on the part of some of the offi-
cials of the mines. There is another mat-
ter whieh 1s a burning question with the
mining eommunity, and that is the ap-
pointment of check inspeetors, I wish
to refer to the fact that just prior to the
present Aet coming into operation the
then Minister for Mines, Mr. Gregory, in-
vited the Executive of the Miners’' Federa-
tion to meet him in conference with regard
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to making a sugrestion which would be
of advantage to the employees. We
agreed io roeet the Minister and we put
three or four requests before him, whieh
we desired to have embodied in the Mines
Regulation Bill. After we had disenssed
the pros and cons, the Minister stated
that persanally he bhelieved the trecuests
to be reasonable, and added that he was
quite prepared to do his ntmost to see
that they were given effect to in the Mines
Regulation Bill of 1906. One of those
requests was lhe right of the employees
to appeinl their own check inspectors.
After debating that peint with the Min-
ister af considerable lengih we felt pleased
al the thought that we had been able to
convinee Mr, Gregory of the nbsolute
necessity of having check inspeclors. But
what did we find? The Bill came before
the House and we found that the most
bitter opponent of the idea of the men
having the right to appoint their own
check inspectors was the Minister for
Mines, and that too, after having prom-
ised the Kxeeutive of the organisation
that he would do his utmost to see that
the suggestions made by us were em-
bodied in the measure. The seection deal-
ing with check iuspectors provides that
the majority of persons employed in any
mine may, at their own cost, once a. month
or oftener, appoint from among their
own number one Lo aet as check inspector.
The proviston is absolutely unworkable,
for many reasons, Prior to the Aet com-
ing into Porce, and ever sinee, the officials
of the different unions have been rapping
at the door of the Minister for Mines for
the right to appoint cheek inspectors. The
Minister has repeatedly referred us to
the provision made; yet in no case has ad-
vantage been taken of it hy the employees,
They renlise thal, so far as they are con-
cerned, it is absolutely useless, In the
first place it would mean the holding up
of a big mine for at least ove and a half
hours during the day, because to obtain
a meeting of the majorily of the men em-
ployed on any of the mines would necessi-
tate keeping the shift aboul to go below
above ground until the arrival on the sur-
face of the shift knocking off. All this in
order that the cheek inspectors might be
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propexly appointed. In the event of such
appoiniment, if the inspectors wenf con-
setentiously throuzh the mine—as 1 be-
lieve they would—and give a true report
of their investization, in less than a week
some renson would be devised for dis-
pensing with iheir services. Having re-
gard to the facl that an aitempt to fake
advantage of the provision would mean
the diseontinuance of the bread and but-
ter of the duly appointed inspector. you
can readily understand why the men have
disregarded Section 16 of the Mines Regu-
lation Aer. There is another matier of
areat imporiabee in conneciion with the
inspection of miues.  On the Iaslern
Gioldfields, on three or four different oc-
casions, T have been appoinied one of
a deputation to inferview the inspector
of mines on various subjects, but par-
ticnlarly the lack of the management in
neglecting to comply with the regulations
nnder the Act. The system adopted by
the mines’ inspectors on the Easfern Gold-
fields is to notify the manager of the mine
to-day that they inlend to visit to-morrow;
the resull 18 that in almost every instance
when the men are about o go on work at
four o'elock in Fhe afternoon, wien get-
ting candles ov giving in their time, the
nnderground manager or the shift boss
will “word” each of the men (o see that
things arve fixed up, to put their dynamite
carefully away, and fo see fhat the lad-
ders and gear are in good repmir. He
does not say that the inspector is coming
to-mortow, but everyone knows from the
instruetions wiven that the inspeetor will
be there. We helicve this is not in fhe
best infevests of the men employed. The
nspector avgues that it would be abso-
lutely hmpessible for him and his col-
leagues lo do the amouni of work expected
of them if they paid surprise visits, In
the nterests of the men employed 1 con-
tend that if' iwo inspectors could not do
tie work it only reguires representation
by them to (he Government. and ihe Gov-
ernment wonld be inhnmane indeed if they
did not give them some assistance. But
irrespective of Lhat, the inspector argues
that this giving of notice is the right
course to pursue. e contends that it is
not the trifling faults he is there to deal
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with, bt that hi= business is to get Lhe
best and safest system of mines’ working.
I agvee that it is desirable {o get the best
syatem, but the best or the worst system
is not responsible for the great number
of fatalities and minor aceidents which
oceur; it is the fanls in the system, and if
the inspector desives to locate those
faults it is only by paying surprise visits
that he e¢an do it. That is another
reasont why we are so anxious for the
appointment of check inspectors. I trust
that when an amending Mines Regulation
Bill ix introdneed the Government will
see fit to give the employees power to ap-
point their own check inspeetors, Another
point of interest in eonneeiion with {he
Speech, and one te which T would refer,
is the matler of the building of workmen's
homes. [ am pleased indeed to see {hat
the Government intend o assist the people
of Western Australia to build homes for
themselves, During the elections 1 vead
hoth in the Mest bustralinn and the Kal-
goarlie Miner veporis of speeches i which
it wns slaled that the Lobour party had
practically siolen the poliey of the ilien
Government in conneetion wih the biild-
ing of (hese workmen’s homes, This came
as a great suvrprise {o me, hecause I was
of opinion (hat for somwe considerable
time past the Labour pavty had favoured
the iden, notwithstanding which the Mini-
sterial party professed to be of opinion
that in ihis respect we were praectically
taking their platform. I would like to
draw lhe attention of the House {0 an
incident coming within my own know-
ledoe. At a conference held in the Work-
ers’ Hall, Boulder, in 1906, the present
member for Forvest was represenling
the Menzies hranel of the Miners' Union
al that galhering. and he moved “That
the time has arrived in this State
when the {iovernmeni should take
inlo consideration the advisability -of
hutlding homes for the people” That
resolulion was  carvied on  the 20th
Juoe, 1906, and forwarded 1o the proper
head of ilte Ministerial departmeni; vet
on lop of that we have fo-day supporters
of the late Gfovermment coniending that
we are stealing their platform because we
announce our intention of doing our hest
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io encourage the building of homes for
the people. Another point to which T
would vefer is the statement made by the
member for Mopore, who expressed the
opinion {hat the desire of the Govern-
ment, and of members on this side was
solely te increase wages. \While I
thoroughly agree that every individual
who has to work for lis living shounld get
a fair remuneration for the work done,
in my opinion that is not the object of
the Labour party. I contend, and I am
positive that this party will prove to
the memher for Moore, that it is our de-
sire, so far as possible, to introduce legis-
lafion which will increase the spending
power of the money that people already
have, rather than increase the wages. In
the recent history of South Australia we
have a faiv illustration of how much good
it is to increase wages and take no fur-
ther steps. One of the first acltions of
the Verran (overnment was to inerense
the whole of the lower-paid civil servants
6d. per day, and the Premier also inti-
mated his intention of reducing the rail-
way freighls, and thereby inereasing the
purchasing power of the money. But he
found that after about three months tlie
workmen were practieally ne better off
with the inerease of sixpence, inasmnch
as the landlords had increased the average
of rents by half a erown per week. That,
1 think, was the chief reason why the
present Government got such a hustle on
with regard to the building of workmen’s
homes, and T believe it has had the de-
sired effect, if not of reducing venis, at
all events of preventing their further in-
vrease. There is little else T wish lo say.
T am firmly of opinion thal at the con-
tlusion of the life of this Parliament, I
«lo not mean this session, the Labour party
will have demonstrated to the people of
Waestern Anstralia that it was consider-
ably to their intevest that ithey voled as
they did on the third of last month,
Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie): I feel con-
siderable pride in being able to present
my case from the Kalgoorlie standpoint
before the House to-day. Unfortunately
in the past Kalgoorlie has not had
that meed of representation in this Cham-

ber to which the people of that eity con-
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sidered themsetves justly entitled; so it
15 that instead of returning a supporter
of the Governmenl with a 500 majorily
over his Labour oppoenent, as happened
at the previous election, this time a sup-
porter of the Labour parly, was returned
with the greatest mwajorily in {he Slate.
1 must congratulate you, dMr. Speaker.
upon election to your high office. I am
eatisfled that it 1s not only becanse of
your integrity to the Labour party, but
Lbeeause of wour worth as a man whose
hononr and work ure known throughout
the State, that you are in that proud posi-
tion. As a goldfields member I must raise
a protest ngainst the manner in which the
Eastern Goldfields have heen treated, al-
most since the inception of Responsible
Government in Western Australia. That
is genernlly recognised. As far as the
Iate (rovernment were concerned so much
were the people on the goldfields satisfied
that it was impossible to get a fair deal
from them thal we have presenied to us
the spectaele, unigue in any State of the
Commonwealth, of ten solid supporters of
one party—the Labour party—heing re-
turned hy the goldficlds. That represents
ihe opinion of the goldfields with rezard
to the late so-called Liberal Administra-
tion. Previous Governments have heen
known in Walgoorlie as “Pertlh Govern-
ments” and whilst we have had the labour
paper mn the Stale supperting the Lahour
party we liave had the spectacle of the
Kalgoorlie Miner fighling toath and nail
against the late Liberal Government he-
cause lhat paper recognised that so far
as the goldhelds were concerned, whether
they were,Liberal or Labour in sentiment,
there was no chance of getting fnir treal-
ment from past Governments. We have
many grievances against the late Govern-
ment. We have paid excessive charges
on the vailways. BEvervthing which we
wear on the goldfields and every article of,
consumplion has to he earried anything
from 380 to 500 miles and in many in-
stances G00 miles, and on all of these we
have had to pay excessive rail charges. It
is not as if these particular railways were
not paying and paying handsomely. 8o
handsomely were they paying that the
late Liberal Government refused from
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fime to time Lo give us sectional returns
which they knew would show that the rates
charged on these lines were execessive.
Mueh has been said by the past Govern-
ment with regard to the large amount of
money speut on the construetion of rail-
ways on the goldfields, but in many in-
stances and particularly in  connection
with the Yilgarn railways, the people of
the goldfields paid for the lines as they
were being construeted, because the Gov-
ernment made arrangements whereby the
contractors were allowed an undue time
for ihe construction and during that time
the contraciors charged the people ex-
orbitant rates, thereby reimbursing them-
selves for all costs. In this way have the
people of the goldfields bad to pay for
the construction of their railways as they
have gone along. The policy of the Gov-
ernments in the past has been one of cen-
tralisation, This evil of centralisation is
one with which the whole of the States
of Australia are confronted to-day. In
Sydney they have had to grapple with it,
because it has assumed such proportions
that it is easier to bring goods from Tas-
mania to Sydney than it is to carry them
from the interior of the State a swall
distance of 250 miles to Sydney. In this
State the lale Government not only did
not propose to do away with the poliey
of centralisation, but they were deler-
mined to fight for it tooth and nail; they
never made the slightest promise of de-
centralisation. The late Premier was
fairly frank when he told the electors in
that (ortuous constituency which he re-
presents that so far as the Esperance rail-
way was concerned he was defermined
that he wounld have none of it. We can
imagine that he felt quite safe with his
litile parochial policy so far as his own
seaf was concerned, but a man who per-
sists in a poliey of that kind must eventu-
ally receive his desevts ai the hands of
the electors, and whilst he has been allowed
to favour us wilh his presence in this
Parliament he has at least been hurled
from the high office which he previously
orcupied. That is a suflicient indieation
that the poliey of the late Govermment
has not commended itsetf to the general

body of electors. The Esperance railway
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is not a thing which we fought for yester-
day or the day before; 16 years I have
heen on the goldfields, and when Sir John
Forrest went to Xalgoorlie to open the
Water Scheme, which was a magnificent
work, I admit, what was the writing on
the wall? Right aeross the wall in the
hall in which the visitors were banquetted
there appeared these words, “We want the
Esperance railway.” Year in and year
out the daily papers have fought for it
and the people have fought for it, and
yet past Governments have consistently
turned a deaf ear to our entreaties. In
the cirenmstances some of us may be for-
given if we regretted that the Constitu.
tion prevented us from severing our con-
nection with such a Government, Tha
late Government spoke a great deal about
opening up this vast State, but we must
accept that statement with a certain
amount of reservation. It was proved by
the majority of the advisory board whom
the late Government sent out that this
country between Norseman and Esperance
is good and that there are 1% million
acres of first-class wheat country thai
could be opened to the settlers of West-
ern Anstralia, The majority of the board
vecommended that 60 miles of railway
should be constructed, yet what do we
find the leader of the Opposition saying
in one of his late memorable speeches?
In spite of what the board said, he was
still opposed to the railway and he stated
that the land was arid and porous. At
the time he made that statement the dams
in that district so favoured by natnure
were overflowing. In this distriet south
of Norseman the vamfall is always ecer-
tain, Tt was only the other day that I
received this telegram—
Gurass Patch cutting two tons per
acre. Rodger’s crop, harrowed in 30
mile, fon and half; others good.
Thig is land that is close to the miners of
the Kalgoorlie fields wlio wish to leave
work on the mines and make homes for
themselves and their ehildren in a country
that is sure of rainfall; has a cool climate
and faces the Southern Ocean instead of
being on the iropical seahoard.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The late Minis-
ter for Lands ingpected it in the dark.
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Mr. GREEN: The opening of this rail-
way would give the ‘goldfields people a
chanee to take wp land, and as a money
order clerk in the post office at Kalgoor-
lie I have seen hundreds of miners who
have foiled year in and year out, who have
heen practieal farmers on the other side,
who have fought the bhattle with nature
and who know what farming is, refused
fime after fime permission to settle on
blocks in other parts of the State, and
those who have had the temerity to setile
in this highly favonred Esperance country
have been refused a railway. At the pre-
sent time our wommen and children on the
goldfields require a change; that is freely
adwmitted by all the medical fraternity.
They require something different from
what Perth and Fremantle can afford, and
although Albany has a splendid elimate,
the journey to that port from the gold-
fields is very long and trying. But there,
wilhin 240 wmiles of Kalgoorlie and Roul-
der, is a const with one of the finest
climates in Ausiralin, where after 3
o’clock in the afternoon there is alwayvs a
lemperate oeexn breeze. Netwithstanding
that the health of the women and children
has had te suffer, past Governments, in
order to suit themselves or their eonstitu-
encies, have year in and year out defer-
mined that a third of the population of
the Bfate shonld be denied this very ne-
cessary assistanee at their hands. Tt is
signifieant that the eonstitueneies on the
goldfields have not refurned a single sup-
porter of the late Government. At the
last election they returned only one or
two, and it seems singular when vou con-
sider the two things side by side, that this
partienlar portion of the State should be
refused assistance by the Gtovernment. If
the desive of the late Government had
been to openr up the mines, they wonld
at least have given the languishing mining
ndustry at Norseman a chance. At the
present time. maechinery for the mines at
Norseman has to be brought a distance
of five hundred miles from Perth, but if
the Esperance line were built the distance
would be shortened to 140 miles and the
mining indastry wonld benefit accordingly.
The late Government hoasied of their bold
poliey, and it was a bold policy when we
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consider the way in which they have
flouted the wishes of the people on the
goldfields, who in counection with this Es-
perance railway have been ‘treated as wit-
landers, Ksperance is the natural port of
the poldfields, which are distant from it
only 240 miles as against the 350 miles
from Perth. The port has already a long
Jetty in existence and a goods shed, and
at the opening of the goldfields, before
much provision had been made for ship-
ping, there were nine tramp steamers,
some of them of the 3,000 ton e¢lass, in
that hurbour at ere Lime, and not any of
those vessels had a pilot to bring (hem
into the harbour, Tt is almost impossible
to state a parallel case, and in view of
that fact any further statement in regard
to the safety of the harbour would be
superflnous. It is one of the most clarm-
ing places on the seaboard of Australia,
and the late F. C. B, Vosper wrote a
brillinnt panegyrie on the beauties of the
harbour. T would refer it to the atien-
tion of the sommolent leader of the Op-
position when he reaches a stage at whicli
he will he able to read it. Another mat-
ter in connection with which the gold-
fields have been denied justice is the re-
distzibution of seats, 1t s well that we
exist in an Angle-Saxon eomrtounity, in
which we are satisfied that if we hammer
long enough and hard enough we will get
justice, and the justice of our policy has

"been proved by the presence of an over-

whelming majorily on the side of the
Labour party to-day. This Redistribu-
tion of Seats Bill has been the laughing
stock of the whole of Australia, so far as
jobbery is concerned with regard to poli-
tics. Two seats were laken from the
Eastern Goldfields. It was hoped, it
might almost be believed, that the popu-
lation of the goldfields would decrease,
so that it would be necessary to clip their
wings with regard fo their representation
in this Chamber; but that not being so
in faece of the fact that our population
kept ‘stationary in most of our districts
and increased in others, we were abso-
lutely robhbed of two seats. In Kalgoorlie
at present it takes three electors to have
the same voting power to eleet me as one
lo elect the brainy member for Irwin. For
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Kalgoorlie there are 4,853 votes and it
takes 1,622 votes to elect the member for
TIrwin. The past Government also robbed
Kalgoorlie of £900 munieipal subsidy.
That is a matter T intend to pursue with
the preseni Government. T am satisfied
that if our case is just, although they have
many things to do, and a hard vow to hoe,
they will give justice fe the Kalwoorlie
municipality. The past Government ve-
fused from time ic time to give us cheap
water for the munieipal parks; and when
we come down here and see the luxurious
and fine surroundings in which hon. mem-
hers can disport themselves in the many
so-called lungs of the City, and when we
see the way in which their fine lawns are
kept, and the prodigal way in which water
is used, T say the request for cheap water
on this arid portion of our connlry we
are determined to stick in and open nn,
since we are worthy sons of Angle-Saxon
progenitors, is a just one. We recognise
that the fight in Australia is (o open up
the dead heart of Australin. We recoy-
mise that the past nations of Babylonia and
Egvpt peopled arid ecountries, and that it
was only because of their efforts to open
up their arid ecouniries that they became
such self-reliant and energetic people.
And so we believe that Australians as a
people will be made finer by their eon-
test with nature in wrestling from her the
wealth of the arid portions of the Com-
monwealth. T argue that on the gold-
fields a small concession of cheap water
should be given so that we can bring our
wives and children into the parks in the
evenings after the hot and dusty days.
The least we conld expect from the Gov-
ernment was to tey to help a little to
square their policy somewhat along the
lines of justice. While we have not had
the port of Esperance opened to us, at
least we might claim that we should be
able to send our wives and [amilies tri-
ennially—for that is gbout what the aver-
age miner ean do—to Fremantle, Bun-
bury, or Albany, But what do we find?
While cheap fares have heen made he-
tween Perth, Ifremantle, and Albany, so
far as the fields are concerned cheap fares
to the whole of the people have never
been granted. The reduction is compara-
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tively small and not sufficient at any rate
to give the ordinary worker a chance of
sending his wife down to the coast at
least once o year, It is absolntely neces-
sary that our wives and our children on
the goldfields should be sent from that
enervating climate at least once a year o
keep their health, We helieve that our
wives and ehildren should be with us on
the desert; we believe that we should be
given every chance to make ouwr homes
there; we confend at any rate that the
particnlar electorate represented by the
leader of the Opposition and Perth ety
are not everylhing so far as Western Aus-
tralia 15 concerned; and we hold thai if
the late Government had had the welfare
of the people of the woldfields at heart
they would at least have made a liberal
conegssion so far as the fares 1o the

eonst arve concerned. There is another
matler with rezard to mining 1 must
dwell on. We cannot blink at the taci—

it has often been said in this House, but
appavently it has fallen on deaf ears, and
it cannot be too often repeated—that
fivst and furecmost amongst the industries
of this Stale, towering above everything,
is the mining industry, We represant
miners who intend eveatually to become
favmers. There is no miner in the mines
intends to keep at mining until his old
age ; he is not hostile to the farmer, he is
gzoing to help the farmer, he is going to
shake hands with him ; and the Labour
party are going to do more for the farmer
in the period at their disposal, the three

-years beforve them, than all the Liberal

Governments have done in the constitu-
tional history of Western Australia. We
have to recognise, however, that first and
foremost is the gold mining industry, thal
for the last 10 years three parts of the
export of wealth from the State of West-
ern Australia have been from the great
gold mining industry, and that for the
last year over half the wealth exported
from the State was from the mining in-
dustry. Notwithstanding that it has lifted
the State from being an ordinary penal
selilement, known as the Swan River
Settlement, to be one of the brightest

Jewels in the erown of the Common-
wealth, this industry has been the victim,
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past favours have been forgotten, and
conveniently forgotten, becanse the men
that represent that part of the State did
not see eye to eye with the particulav
parties that held the reins of government
at tbe time. That is the whole reason
for the injustice under which we suffer.
The mining industvy has been ignoved.
At present the gold-mining output is
steadily decreasing, vet, unfortunately in
one sense, the late Minister for Mines is
not present for us to point out to him
that, so far as the goldfields are con-
cerned, his efforts bave been of a pigmy
eharaeter compared with the vast work
demanded of him to help the industry.
What do we find now? This great in-
dustry, second to none in the Common-
wealth, giving balf the produetion of the
Comumonwealth, second to none in the
world considering our small area, has
been neglecled, and the somnolent Gov-
ernment have folded their arms and sat
back while the greafest industry in the
Commonwealth has been dying. The
Tabour party intend to have a live policy
so far as the gold-mining industry is eon-
ecerned. On the north end of Kalgoorlie
in my distriet there are vast lodes that
are being worked, some of them at a
small profit and some, I regret to say, at
below a profit. We believe that cheap
water would be an immense help to these
particular shows. We believe that the
low-grade mine owner should be given a
chance by reason of this great river of
water, the Goldfields Water Scheme. We
believe that 2s. per thousand gallons
should be the charge to the low-grade
shows, and we believe it would be the
means of adding 700 or 800 workers to
the north end of Kalgoorlie. We believe
also, that, in order to get at any par-
ticular undue profit that may be derived
from these mines, an income tax could be
imposed so that those making a large pro-
fit would pay their fair quota towards
the government of the State. The divi-
dend duty, as put in operation by the last
Government, was absolutely futile in so
far as getting a fair proportion of the
profits of the mining industry. Every
man connected with the mining industry
who knew anything about it knew that ;
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it was a truism of the fields ; yet that
sleepy Government were absolutely deaf
to this particular phase of the question.
Now, coming to the Governor’s Speech,
I am pleased to see thai in the Labour
party’s policy we have a policy of
hope. Not only do they propose to
see ihat the different Government
servanls of the day get fair justice
by means of fair wages, which the
member for Wagin has been so careful
to denounee to-day, and which we propose
to support up the hilt—The member for
Wagin may be a very enlightened indi-
vidual, but T guarantee that working on
these particular railroads as State ser-
vants—and afler all we are only State
servants—there ave just as brainy men,
just as attentive men to their particular
duties, just as apt men so far as that
particular industry is concerned, as the
memher for Wagin who is getting more
than 8s, a day for what he is doing in this
Chamber. AVe propose that the railway
servants will have to get a fair deal. 'We
recognise that the Ministry are in a par-
ticularly hard positon. They have come
in in the faee of a deficit; there is not
the slightest doubt about that; it is a very
serious deficit indeed; in the eastern por-
tion the selectors are almost on the point
of starvation. Fortunately we have mem-
bers of the Government who are going te
seize the situation with courage. We believe
the Labour party in Western Australia
will show as equally brilliant a record
in their way as the brilliant record made
by Mr. Andrew Fisher, the coal miner,
in the Federal House. We believe there
is just as much chanece here. Not only
will they give a fair wage to railway em-
ployees—and we are going to fight as pri-
vate members tooth and nail for it; owr
opponents need have no fear on that
head—they are also going to rise superior
to every (Government in the point of ad-
ministration; because the otler Govern-
ments, no matter what injustice they may
have seen, consisted of men who were
doing better in the world than the average
worker. We are representalives of the
eommon workers of Western Australia;
we are proud of that position; the other
side represent largely vested interests.
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We have nothing to say against vesied
interests; we have nothing to say against
the man who puts his money legitimately
into any particular industvy; but we say
that the whole of the welfare of the com-
munity depends upon the minimum wage
paid to the lowest-paid worker in the
State. The Labour Government are going
to reform administration. They propose
to amalgamate the water supply services,
and I believe there is a great field in this
direction. On the Goldfields Water
Scheme we have five or six engineers doing
ordinary clerical work, that 1 or any other
{rained clerk could do just as effectively
as these engineers who are being paid
£600, £700, and £300 a year. I am satis-
fied from conversations I have had with
employees of the Water Supply Depart-
ment—and afier all the employees in
different Government services know more
of what is vequired in their services than
the departmental heads; this is an as-
tounding statement but nevertheless it is
true—they have told me that a large
number of these engineers could be spared
to-day for other engineering work which
is urgently required by the State. So on
this partienlar head, at any rate, there
is to be an immense saving. Another thing
the present Government propose to do—
and it is contained in the Governor’s
Speech—is to grant full citizens’ rights
to ihe railway and other employees of
the State. There is nothing revolutionary
about thai. We heard the gentleman who
is taking his nap to-day, which he proh-
ably shonld have taken last night, say
this was going to place us in a partien-
lIarly bad position, that we were going to
be in the corrupt position of the United
States of America if we granted them
full political privileges. Let me inform
that hon. member through Hansard, be-
eause it will not reach him by word of
mouth, that so far as Ameriea is con-
cerned that the hundreds of thousands of
employvees in the postal service of the
United States of Amerieca have not full
polilical rights, That may be news to
him. Probably he passed through
America on his lafe joyons trip in the
company of gentlemen who were not par-

ticular about informing him of the faets
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of the eaze so far as Ametica is concerned.
Perhaps it is beeanse the citizens of the
United States who are in the Government
employment are not granted full eitizens’
rights that there is so much corruption.
I have enjoyed full political privileges
so far s the Federal service is concerned.
Night after night I have fought on what
I helieved to be the side of justice, the
side of the Labour party, and I may say
that fighting for the Labour party from
the Government service might not be con-
sidered a slrange aclion on the part of a
Government servant, but it is only to be
wondered at that some of the Government
servants in the past have heen s¢ blind
as to be cajoled by the Liberal party into
voting the Liberal ticket. I am satisfied
too that the Liberal pariy came out in
their true colours when they decided not
to grant the service full citizens' rights.

Another maftter I wish te deal with is
with regard to the amendment of (he
Workers’ Compensation Act.  TWe feel

very keenly on that matler on the gold-
flelds, and we believe that before this
short session is closed something will be
done to help the toilers on the Golden
Mile. At the present time if a man is
permanently disabled on the Golden Mile,
the £300 which is granted to him is ex-
tended over a period of three years; thar
is to say, the worker is practically asked
to sit down in Kalgoorlie and eat up
what has been granted to im at the rate
of £2 a week until the amount has been
exhausied, We are satisfied that the Gov-
ernment will see ihat the whole of the
amount 1s given at onee when the worker is
totally disabled, so that there might be 2
reasonable chance of that worker embark-
ing in some little business to help him-
self, his wife and family, during the blaek
period. Another matter we intend to urge
forward is in connection with industrial
diseases. In the Workers’ Compensation
Act of the old country, a country whieh
is so often pointed out as being far be-
hind ours, provision is made for no fewer
than six industrial diseases. e are
determined to see that any industry
which brings in its train such a serious
disease as fibrosis, that it must he made

a charge on the industry. e are also
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determined to urge that the idea of bring-
ing a charge of negligenee against a
worker, so that his dependants might not
be entitled to compensation, will be
wiped ont of the Workers’ Compensation
Act az it stands at the present time. No
one can imagine that a man is going to
practically commit suicide at his work
on the mines. Another matier I in-
tended to uwrge was with vregard to
tributers, bot owing to the limited
time al my disposal I will not be
able to deal with it at this stage. Permit
me, however, fo say that laud monopoly
in the agricultural areas is not the only
curse from whieh the State is- suffering.
On the Golden Mile some of the finest
properties extend from the north end of
that field to south of the Golden Mile
almost to Hannans Lake, and they are
held by companies, many of which have
done practieally nothing, and in many
instances even the representatives of these
companies have never been in the State.
These companies are holding great areas
of rich auriferous country ont of use,
just the same as the land monopolists are
holding unused land, whieh 1s alongside
agricultural railway lines.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And the abseniee
owners will miss the late Minister for
Mines.

Mr. GREEN: With the interjection
made by the hon. member I am thoroughly
in accord. There is no doubt that the
absentee shepherders of these blocks will
have to open them to the tributers on
decent conditions, not on the basis of 25
or 30 per cent. of the gross returns of the
gold won, irrespective of whether there
is a living wage in then:, but on the basis
which will be something in accordance
with equity and justice. I believe if these
different leases on the Golden Mile were
opened up that at least 1,000 additional
men would be able to find employment
there, and so the Eastern goldfields and
he cities of Kalgoorlie and Boulder would
benefit immensely. A matter which the
Government propose to deal wilh, and
which the Minister for TLands has had
the epurage to tackle in a hold manner,
a term, by the way, borrowed from the
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men who sit in the cocl shade of the Op-
position, is in regard to the land. The
election was practieally fought on this
question, I have been at a labour con-
gresz, where it was c¢onsidered inexpe-
dient by some of ocur supporters io ad-
vocale that the fee simple of the land
shounld no longer be given. Some of the
bolder spirits, who believe Australia has
nothing to lose by being demoeratie, in-
sisted on the inclusion of this plank in
the platform, We were satisfied also that
every plank in our platform would bear
analysis, We were salisfied that every
plank was a sound one and we took it
up, and we fought the election on that
question, and the result is that we have
been returned with an overwhelming ma-
jority. The Minister for Lands 15 to he
congraiulated on Dbringing forward this
bold poliey, and I see, without 2eing inlo
the pros and cons, it is fairly self-evident
that the land question is even known to
the benighted members of the Opposition,
who. in their sane moments, must have got
to the inwardness of the question. Wlen
we consider that we have spent hundreds
of thousands of pounds in building rail-
roads, and that we have taken this money
out of the pockets of the citizens of the
State so that we should have State con-
trolled railroads, and then to think that
the private land owners have been satis-
fied to loek up a good deal of the land,
and many of them remain absentees,
simply waiting for the unearned incre-
ment so that they might poclet it in their
nice homes in London, I am satisfied that
the present policy of the Labour party
with regard to this question is one that
will eommend itself to the workers of the
State, and will eventually commend itself
to the farmers of the State when they
come to see the benefit which will follow
the working of this particular land law.
Then it will be found that the Govern-
ment will go down blessed as far as Aus-
tralia is concerned for their courage in
grappling with the greatest of all pro-
blems, the land problem. I find that my
time is drawing to a close, and so, al-
thongh I was going to speak on other
questions such as a State bank and work-

ers homes and meat, and other questions,
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T feel, out of respect for the indulgence
of the Honse, that T will have to eclose at
this stage. I eannot, however, sit down
without further commending this Govern-
ment for their bold poliey in bringing for-
ward the idea of instituting a State bank.
Some few days ago we saw that at the
meeting of the directors aof the Western
Australian Bank a dividend of 20 per
cent. was deelaved. I would like to know
if these partieular dividend receivers are
doing anything so far as this Stafe is
concerned, and so far as the producer is
concerned, in drawing those dividends. I
think it is fairly snfe to say it is the pro-
ducer in this counlry. not only the miner
but the farmer, and every other producer,
no matier what indusiry he is engaged in
s0 long as he is a producer, it is he who
is bearing this 20 per cent. tax at pre-
sent, aud so the institution of a State
bank whereby we will be able to take the
farmer after the Agricultural Bank has
done with him, and lead him {hrongh
the arduous stages with which an average
settler is confronted, we will be able 1o
eive hiny State assistance until he is pro-
perly on his feet, and so help this indi-
vidualism which those opposite prate
about and de not bring into prominence
unless it eoncerns their own or their
friends' interests. Another matter T
would like to touch on briefly s
that of the workers’ homes; that is
a direet hit at individualism of the
State us  represented by the land-
lords and the jerry builders, who speculafe
with seven per cent. interest, and who,
hesides charge excessive inferest and ex-
cossive prices for the houses {hat they
build for the lnuckless workers whao have
to put themselves in their cluiches. The
Labour party’s success in this State is nol
because of its platform altogether, it is
not altogether because of the work
that our labour ~representatives have
earried out in this Chamber, and
that  work we fully recognise has
been arducus enough; it is because the
Labour party of this Stale are workers
and have advoealed changes and reforms
that would be to the benefit of the whole
of the producers of the State for years;
it is not becanse the workers in the Com-
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monwealth are advocating rveform that we
occupy this proud position, it is because
the workers all over the world have united
and have determined to see, so far as the
whole of the producers of the world are
concerned, that they arve entiiled to the
full produeis of their labour. Our pre-
sence here is hecause we are determind
never {o lose sight of the fact that the goal
of our ambition is to show that the pro-
dueer is eniitled {o the full product of
what he earns, So it is that the workers
all over the world are working for this
grand ideal. The Tiberal parly are work-
ing for several parochial ends that affeet
them, that affect the meat monopolists of
Western Australia, that affect the different
rings in Wesltern Australin; but the La-
bour parly throughout the world are
fighting for that which will do away with
monopolies, not alone in  Australia, in
Ameriea and that grand country, Greal
Britain, but throughoui the world. It is
wonderful o think we are marehing
in time with the men of the world, and it
18 a cheering thing {o come here as a young
member and know we are in a majority
and that we in Western Australia are
one of the few Chambers in the world

to whieh the workers of the world
may point and say—In ihat State at

least the workers have a majority; in that
State at least the workers arve determined
to see that at last the nodueers come
into the full product of their labour.” T
nust thank you for having listened io
me very paliently on this my first oera-
sion of speaking.

Mr. BROUN (Reverley): As a new
member of this ITouse T am pleased to
have the opportunity of saying a few
words. Although a Liberal myself, and
on the Opposition side of (he House, T
would have been more pleased if I had
heen sitting on the Ministerial side with
34 ollier Liberals than T am on looking at
that side and seeing there 34 while the
Liberal parly are only 16. However. it
hias heen the wish of the people that they
shonld have an entire change of Govern-
ment, and it remains for them now to see
whether their confidence in the Labour

party is not misplaced. I hope the Lab-
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-our (fovermineni will endeavour to carry
out the policy they laid down in their elee-
tioneering eampaign, although, as a Lib-
eral, I am aware of several planks in their
platform which I hope they will not en-
deavomr tp put into operation. For in-
stance, there is the non-alienation of
Crown lands, and the nationalisation of
all lands. T feel certain that if this mea-
sure is bronght into foree by the Minister
for Lands it will do a great amount of
harm to the seltlement of Western Aus-
tralia. It is going to hit the poor man
most, beeause in many instances T have
seen men who have taken up land with
very little eapital forced teo work on other
farms for two or three years in order to
make sufficient money lo improve their
own land according to the land regunla-
tione. By this means such men have
gradually worked their way aleng, and to-
day they are fairly well off; but if the
Minister is going to compel those who take
up land to immediately settle on the land,
it will be a hardship to all selectors, while
the poor man will find it prolbitive that
he should veside on his bloek for six
months during the year, However, T hope
the Minister will give to all of these men
who have not sufficient eapital to improve
their holdings due consideration and allow
them, if necessary, to go out and make a
few pounds in ovder that they might re-
turn to their land and properly improve
it. I believe it is the intention of the
Labour Grovernment to inerease the taxa-
tion on land and also to impose an in-
ecome tax. I think it would be very much
hetter for the Government to do away
with the land tax altogether, and allow
the loeal governing bodies to tax the land
themselves so as o get revenue {o carry
out neeessary works in the respective dis-
tricts. such as the making of roads. Then
the Government would have no occasion to
make liberal granis to municipal councils
and roads boards. If it were left to the
local bodies to tax the land they would
soon have good roads in their distriets for
the use of the settlers carting to the near-
est railway siding. At present the amount
the local governing bodies ean raise is
strictly limited, and if their revenue were
aungmented in the manner T have indieated
{51

113

the Govermmnent would not need to fear
that those local authorities would not im-
pose a sufficiently heavy tax to raise
enongh revenue lo carry out their works,
In rezard to the meat question, a good deal
has been snid abount the high price of this
commodity. I can assure you it is not
the farmer whe is profiting by this high
price. I hope the Labour party will do
their best to investigate the question and
learn why -the public ave paying so high
a price for meat. As fdarmers we have to
put up with many hardships in the breed-
ing of stock to send them down to the
metropolis to be killed by the butehers.
At the present time we have sale yards at
North Fremantle which are not of very
much nse to the farming community. For
one thing these yards are toe far away.
I consider that the proper place for sale
yards and abatloirs is Midland Junetion,
and I hope the Government will endea-
vour to ecnstruct abatloirs at that centre
as speedily as possible. Then the farmer
could send his stuff there to be sold and
killed, and this would give the smail but-
cher a chanee to purchase any quantity
he required, slaughter the beasts, and de-
liver the meat to his customers at his own
price. No doubi there is at the present
time something in the nature of a men-
opoly in the butchering trade. I notice
that for lamb the retail consumer in Perth
has to pay 44, per pound for very inferior
fore-quarter, with the neck included, while
the hind-guarter is sold at 7d. The hest
price the farmer can get for his lamb is
3%%d. per ponnd down here after having
had to pay all expenses of railage and
anetioneering., This serves to show that
the butchers or others ave making a big
profit, and I feel certain that it requives
some investigation on the part of the
Government to learn exactly where the
diserepancy occurs. 1 hope that these
abattoirs will be constructed at Midland
Junetion, where they would be beiter for
the farmer and better for the consumer.
In regard to agricultural railways, several
were promised by the past Government,
and 1 am plensed fo see that the present
Government intend to earry oni that
policy. It has been mentioned that there
is to be a line constructed from Brookton
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east to meel the Wickepin-Merredin line,
and also that the Wickepin-Meyredin line
is to be constructed through that eastern
portion, which to my mind is very neces-
sary, It was the intention of the late
Government to consiruct a railway on the
west side of Brookton for a distance of
25 miles or therenbouts to mmeet the Narro-
gin-Armadale line. I would like to see
these railways constructed, because it is a
large agrienltural avea with plenty of
good land suitable for growing and breed-
ing stock. In consiructing agriecultural
railways through this distriet the Gov-
ernment should have a uniform scheme,
and should take into consideration future
developments. Up to the present in many
instances these railways lawve been built,
perhaps 40 miles apart. The policy of
the late Government was that its railways
should he constructed no closer than 25
miles apart, leaving 121% miles each way
for the earting of produce. In some
instances there is a distance of 30 odd
miles betwen the {wo lines. For instance,
if the railway is eonstructed from Brook-
ton east at the present tiwe it will leave
a very large part of eonntry between the
York-Greenhills and the east of Brookton
railway which it will never pay the Gow-
ernment to tap at a future date, whereas
it they keep lo their poliey of construct-
ing 25 wiles apart al some future dafe
they may see their way clear lo construet-
ing south 25 miles again. T would mueh
like to see the Government take into con-
sideration the advisahility of constructing
the transeontinental railway from Norse-
man (hroagh to Armadale. By doing this
they would save the cost of construeting
the Brooktou-Armadale railway, and it
would mean also a saving in distance of
sore 30 odd miles,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Do you know for certain that the
Brookton to Aimadale railway has been
decided upon?

Mr. BROUN: No. I said that it was
ihe intention of the late Government to
build ihat railway, and thht I hope the
present Government alse intended to carry
it out in order to relieve the traflic on the
Great Southern railway,
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Hen. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : T have never seen any public an-
nouncement to that effect.

My. BROUN: It has already been fav-
ourably rveported on by the Advisory
Board, In regard to the Trans-Australian
Railway there is also a great saving in the
cost of construction; because if this line
is brought down the goldfields iine, all
the platforms and the cultings will need
to be altered and new sleepers supplied, I
should think; the stations and tunnels and
all other workings moust necessarily be
altered and it must cost a considerable
amount of money. I bope these things
will be taken into consideration by the
present Government. I feel certain it
wonld be mneh more beneficial to the coun-
try if the railway T suggest is built. The
grades would be very mueh better than the
present Easlern Goldfields route between
Northam and Perth. There is practically
no obstacle in its way, and it would open
up all that country to the east and west
of the (ireat Southern Railway, I am
pleased to see [he announcement that a
Veterinary Bill is to be introduced. It is
absolutely necessary from a farmer’s
point of view. There have heen many so-
ealled  veterinary snrgeons travelling
through the Easiern Distriels, and as vet-
erinary surgeons they kuow no more about
horses than I would about navigating a
ghip to the Eastern States or England. I
think some steps should be taken in this
direciion to stop these men praetising in
our farming districts. In many instances
they do the stock they altend more harm
than if npature was allowed (o take its
course, [ know there are some velerinary
surgeons who have been practizsing for
some fime; I doubt very mueh whether
they eould pass an examination or not,
bul they have proved lhemselves to be
salisfuctory to the farmers. However,
while there are only two or three who are
satisfactory to the farmers in carrying
out their work, there are many others who
ave not eapable and know nothing of what
the work is, I do not wish to keep mem-
bers any longer. I am not much of a
speaker, and 1 am not too well acquainted
with the different subjects T would like to
speak on. I hope, however, that, what-
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ever my actions in the House may be in
endeavouring {0 earry out my dutics, they
will be carried out with justice to the
people of Western Australia and in a
straightforward and henourable mauner.

Mr. GCARPENTER  (Fremantle):
While joining in the congratulations that
have been offered to you, Mr. Speaker,
on your election to the honourable posi-
tion vou now hold, may I go one step
further and venture to compliment you
upon having discarded one of the ancient
and, shall I say, ludeous adornments of
your office which has been handed down
to us from the dark ages? I hold that
the trne dignity of your position de-
pends not upen adornment, but upon the
reputation and integrity of the man who
holds office and I venture to say your
action in this regard, small though it may
be, is made with the approval of the
majority of the members of the House.
Glancing across the Chamber at the rem-
nant of the previons Ministerial party,
looking very small indeed, I naturally
feel some of the elation the member for
Kalgoorlie lias expressed in his very elo-
quent speech. It is something to be a
member of the prominent party with, at
least in one House, a sufficient number
to enable it to carvy its ideals and aims
into practical realisation; but while T
feel that elation, or share it, T could
not help thinking when the member for
Kalgoorlie was speaking that he had,
for the time leing perhaps, lost sight
of the fact that, thongh we are here in
sueh overwhelming numbers with the en-
dorsement of the gpreat majority of the
people in Western Ausiralia as to the
policy for which we stand, there is also
another place which, unfortunately per-
haps. still exists. and which has to say
something on all the legislalion we puf
through this Chamber. T find myself in
a somewhat unique position as a mem-
ber of my third separaie TParliament in
Australia, It may be proof of incon-
staney or. perhaps, of the generosity of
electors of different parts of this great
country; but it is something to the eredit
of the Australian democraey that, no
matter what his position may be, one ean
hold these positions to whiech I have
Just referred. Having been a member of
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the Federal Parliament, mway I say herc
what I have said there, and what I hope
to say no matter what position I may
hold, that while recognising all the
powers and rights of our national Par-

" haroent, the people of the States of Aus-

tralia should on no account lose sight
of the importance of their State Parhia-
ments? In my opinion it would be a
sorry day for the people of Australia if,
dazzled by the brillianee, perhaps, of the
Federal Legislature, they for one me-
ment lost sight of the very greal impor-
tance that still attaches to State Parlia-
ments, and of the great power which
those Parliaments have should they wield
it judiciously in the interests of the
people grouped as States. If there is
one danger to the State Parliament to-
day it arises from the fact that onr Fed-
eral Parliament represents the whole of
the people, whereas the State Parliament,
at least one branch of it, represents one
section only. It has been a matter of
regret to myself to find already that this
is being made a reason for depreciating
the value of the State Legislatnres. Nat-
urally the democratic element in State
polities elamours for full political rights.
The democratic appetite, if T may use the
term, grows upon whaf it feeds upon;
and having had full power granted to
it under the Federal Parliament, if can-
not he expected that it will sit down and
allow the major portion of its politieal
powers fo be controlled hy anv one see-
tion of the eommunity in a représenta-
tive Stale Parliameni. If the people
of fhe Siates and the members of the
Stale Legislatures want to maintain the
power and dignity of their State Parlia-
nments then they must see te it that at
the earliest possibhle moment both
branches of the State Parliaments are
made as representafive of the people and
as responsive to the wishes of the peo-
ple as the Fedeval Parliament now is.
I believe that will be one of the fights
of the tutwre. Before this Parliament
expires I quite expect to see that ques-
tion raised in a very acute form here.
and I am sanguine that with the ranks
we have on this side of the Honse—and

I hope with assistance from the other
side—when the fighting does rome on.
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we will find ourselves standing to some
extent shoulder to shoulder in seeking to
serve our State Parliament by giving
to the people of Western Australia the
full right of participation in  both
branches of the Legislature as they have
now in the Federal Parliament. There
are just one or two matters 1 want to
refer to without exhausting the full pro-
gramme which has heen dealt with by
previous speakers. For some (ime past
we have been discussing the important
question of developing our Novth-West
trade. [ regret we have not in the Cham-
ber as yet those hon, members who have
been elected to represent the Northern
and North-Western portions of the
State; but 1 think hon. members gener-
ally agree with me that, while the South-
West of the State is demanding and,
shall I say, receiving the attention it de-
serves, we have a heritage in the North-
West that ought fo receive greafer at-
tention than it does to-day. One of the
reasons given for the non-progress of
this conntry, and one of the chief com-
plaints wade by those who .re endeav-
ouring to develop that portion of the
State, is the disalnlity under whieh the
people there suffer with regard to ship-
ping faeilities. T suppose the matter
has been mentioned in this House time
and again, and I make no apology for
mentioning it here at the very first op-
portunity; because, apart altogether
from the general importance of the mat-
ter to the State as a whole, T represent
the chief port of the State which is pe-
culiarly interested in the matter. Some
time ago, through the Trades Hall As-
sociation at Fremantle, a request was
made fo the late Government te look
into this matter and appoint a small
Ceommission to inquire info the cause of
the complaints made by the settlers in
the North-West on fthe one hand and
the Fremantle merchants and traders on
the other. For a long time our reguest
went unbeeded; then afier a long delay
the Government appointed not the Com-
miscion we asked for, but one Govern-
ment officer to make a sort of official in-
quiry, I bave not a word to say against
that gentleman and his work., I be-
lieve Mr. Sinclaiv did his work well. ex-

[ASSEMBLY.;

cepting that, as be himself put it, in nis
efforts to obtain information us to the
grievances complained of he found him-
self thwarted at every turn, becanse those
who had (he information necessary for
him sintply refused to let him have it
So he had to make his report without
the information he should Lave had, and
which n Royal Commission could have
insisied on obtaining, Yor spme reason
that 1 have not been able to ascertain
his report was pigeon-holed for several
months, and it was only after repeated
requests that it was at last made public.
Then we found that the position
taken up by Mr, Sinelair supported and
justified the ecomplaint we had made and
the request we had made for an inquiry;
and it so happened just at that time one
member of the late Government, the
Colonial Secretary, had to seek re-elec-
tion. He, as members are aware, had to
obtain the support of the electors in the
North-West part of ihe State, and Mr.
Comnolly promised during his election
campaign that if he were returned the
Government would relieve the pressure
on the North-West coast and give the
settlers a chance of getting their goods
to and from the North-West ports, He
promised that if he were rveturned the
(Government would put on a steamer be-
tween Fremantle and the North-West
ports in order to compete with the ship-
ping 1ing and give the seftlers on the
North-West coast a fair deal. My, Con-
nolly was elected, but not a word further
was said in reference to the Government
steamer. Just a few weeks ago when the
elcetion campaign was coming on the sub-
Ject was vesurrected by the late Premier,
and we were told by him that if his Gov-
ernment were returned to office again he
intended te put on a steamer between
Fremantle and the North-West ports, if
found neeessary. To those who have any
experience of Parliamentary life, that
quaiification *‘if it were found neces-
sary’’ is sufficient to show just how munch
value is altached to a promise given in
that way. So that I am particularly
gratified to find that the present Premier
before he assumed office frankly told the
public that he recognised thz diffeulty
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that the North-West settler was labour-
ing under and .he, if returned to office,
would put on a steamer at the earliest
possible date and I have sufficient con-
fidence in him and his colleagues to be-
lieve that he will keep that promise to
the fulll I am quite aware that the
matter is one of the utmost importance.
The project needs to be looked into from
every point of view. The one monopoly
which is affeeting Western Australia in-
juriously to-day is that of the shipping
monopoly, and any Government which
attempts to compete with or modify the
doings of that combine has a difficult pro-
blem to face. 1 am going to suggest to the
Government that they take the earliest
oppertunity of making inguiries from
those who have expert knowledge of the
econditions of shipping, and possibly
secure the services of some one man or
some men who personally are aequainted
with the North-West coast, so that when
this step is taken it shall not be taken
hastily or without full knowledge of all
the difficulties. If that is done, as 1
believe it will be done, I am sure the pui-
ting on of a steamer on the North-West
coast, with the idea of regulating and
bringing down to a fair level freights
and fares the seftlers have to pay, will
help very malerially in assisting the de-
velopment of that important pavt of the
State. T could quote if time permiiied,
and if it were necessary, some of the
figures that Mr. Sinelair mentioned in his
veport. T will just quote one, and only one
paragraph and that is this :—Mr. Siu-
clair pointed out that in a 1,500 mile
Journey, eompared with the conditions on
the northern coast of Queensland which
1 somewhat similar to onr coast here, a
shipping owner charged on a 1,500 mile
journey 14.45 per cent. more in freighis
for the journey, and 34 per ceni. more
in fares. That is just the average of
that one journey, but on some shorter
journeys the difference is greater than
that. I repeat, if the Government can
do anything in the immediate future to
relieve that it will be a benefit not only
to the ebief port of the State, but
a very large number of people will
settle upon our North-West country.
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There is one other matter on whieh I
would like to say a few words, and that
is ,the question of further harbour ex-
tensions, I listened with very much in-
terest to the mover of the Address-in-
reply, and I quite agree with him that the
povt which be has the honour of repre-
senting should be congratnlated on the
growth of its trade; and while represent-
ing another port, T want to say very
frankly that along with the Thon.
member 1 rejoice that the (rade of
the South-West is giving to Bunbury
the importance it deserves. If at
any futnre time the member for Bunbuory
and myself happen to eowme into eonflict
—I hope we never shall—both, [ amn
sure, will be actuated by the highest
motives and will work in a friendly
way, Do, recognising all the member
said in  respecl fo the growih of the
trade of the port he represenls, I can
at the same time claim that the chief pori
bas made, and is making a corvesponding
growlh, so much so that the question of
further exiension {o accommodate the in-
creasing shipping trade is an urgent mat-
ter. lor some time past the people of
Fremantle, those most particularly inter-
esied, bave given atiention to this subject,
and one or two proposals have been made
for suggested exteusions to the harbour.
This is not the time or place to discuss
these propositions. All T wish 1o say now
is this, that the Government should be
seized of the importance of making timely
ahd adequate provision for the extension
of the shipping trade that must come, and
it would be very unwise for anyone
chavged with the administration of the
affairs of the State to allow the time to
go by and not make provision beforehand
of sueh an important thing as the acecom-
modation of our shipping frade. Last
yvear we had the spectacle during an
emergency  of seeing ships lying
ontside  the harbour waiting for
berthing accommodation, If thal were
to oceur more than once it would
be a bad advertisement not only for the

port but for the State also. I am eon-
vinced that the Government are fully
alive to the importance of the matter and
will make provision beforehand for the -
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accoumodation which we all know must
be made. I do not know how leng if will
be before the proposed Parliamentyry
Works Commitlee is appoiuted, but T have
a fear that when it is set up,if it
shonld be during the next month or
two, it will be rushed with work, the ex-
tensions of railways that are going on and
other works must of course have altention,
and this question of harbour extension,
. not only in regard to Fremantile, but all

other ports as well, is a question needing
very special attention. The evidence and
informaiion required to ensble any body
of men to report effectively on it requires
some very careful collection. T am doubt-
ful if any works committee amongst its
other duties will find time to make the re-
searches and to take the evidence neces-
sary to give a fair and effective report
on the subject in hand, so I am sug-
gesting to the Government whether
it would not be better for themselves,
and for the committee wlo will have
a large amount of  work—certainly
it would give satisfaction to the people
at the ports—that a small Commission he
appointed to underinke partienlarly the
question of harbour extension, not only as
regards Fremantle but other ports as well.
T am aware that other ports have their
claims, but T am heve to advoeate particu-
larly that of the chief port of the State,
and I want to suggest what will be best
for all the ports concerned. If the Pre-
mier and his eolleacues will take the mat-
ter into consideration fhey will agree that
a question of such importance will war-
rant the appointment of a small Commis-
sion which can get to work at onee, and
bring np a report at least in time for next
session.  If that can be done T think they
will zive satisfaction to ihe people who
are anxinus and who at present do not
know what the next step in ve-
gard fo harbour extension is to be,
particularly  at  the nport of TFre-
mantle.  So mneh has been said as
to the matter of the Iand propo=zals that
T almost hesitate o tonel the subjeet at
all. hut T just want to vefer to ane point.
and one point only. TIn all the eriticism
indulged in by the opponents of the Gov-
ernment there is only one point. They
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aceuse the Minister for Agriculfure, and
with him of course the.Govermment of
which he is a member, of having broken
faith wilh the present settlers. We have
been told that in introducing these new
regulations the Minister for Lands has
really broken the contract between the
Government and the present settlers. If
there is any truth in that charge it would
be a very serious one, but I contend there
is no such breach of faith, that no settler
to-day has been interfered with in any
degree in regard to any contract made
wilh the Governnient in the procuring of
his holding. What has really happened
is this. To-day many of the so-called
settlers are not keeping their contracts,
and it is to prevent a breach of contract
on the part of a setiler whe is also a
speculator that the Minister for Lands
has introduced his new regulations. Only
a few weeks ago, just before the elections,
a man in my office confessed to me
that he had taken up land, some of
the choicest hescould get hold of, and he
said, “T am woing to live on if for two
years, and no longer.” T said. “Then. yon
are not a genunine settler.” and he replied.
“Yes: I am. T am going fo carry out all
the improvements T have to do, hut when
I zet my improvemenfs throngh T am
goine to sell” To that extent he was
roing to be a speenlator and not a settler.

The Minister for Works : He wonld
change his mind in the two vears.

Mr, CARPENTER: Tt is just to pre-
vent operations of that kind, a hreach of
conirvacf, which the so-ealled settler some-
{imes makea. that the rermlations have
been introduced and not m any way to
retard the genuine setflement of the land
of the State. The question of stopping
the further sale of Crown lands is 3
matier which will have to he the suh-
ieet of lesislation, and T am donbiful
it it will he earried into effect at pres-
ent. T had the honour fifteen venps
ago, of assisting in passing a resolafion
in ihe Legislalive Assemblv of South Aus-
tralia to stop the sale of Crown lands, and
that resolulion represented the opinions of
a innjority of members of that Chamber:
but while that Chamber expressed its
opinion on the subjeet then in the way
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of a resolution, we all recognised that
there was no possibility of getting legis-
lation through another place in order lo
put that resolution into effect. And so to
those who may be expecting to see some-
thing revolutionary with regard to the
lands policy, I want to say that it will
be some Hme vet, even though we have a
majority in favour of it, before we can
possibly hope to see that pelicy pnt fully
into operation. As one who was not in
the previous Parliament, I felt very much
gratification at the action what was taken,
on the instigation of the Labour party, I
believe, to make a beginning, through the
Agvicultural Bauk, in the encouragement
of mammfacturing in onr own State. For
some time past it has been a mafter of
concern to me that, while we were making
sueh splendid progress in our agrienltural
development, we were not making corre-
sponding headway in what are sometimes
called our secondary industries.  That
term iz, to my mind, a misnomer, because
both are equally important o the State.
I repeat that I was gratified to find that
an attempt had been made throngh the
Agrvieultural Bank to encourage the pur-
chase of agrienltural machinery manufae-
tured in the State. Some five years ago
T had the pleasure of going through an
cxhibition in Melhourne, where, of course,
the exhibits were chiefly those of Vie-
torian manufaefure, and I made it my
business to ask fwo or three manufac-
turers, or their agents, who I knew were
doing business with this State, what was
the reason for their not establishing
hranch manufactories in Western Austra-
lia, seeing that there was a prospect of
such zood ‘business to he done here. The
reply in each case was—*We do not want
to establish workshops or factories in
Western Ansiralia so long as the Western
Australian people will buy from us in
Victoria.” T am nol so narrow as to say
that we must not buy from the manufae-
turers in the other States.

Mr. George: We mmst buy if we want
the maehines,

Mr. CARPENTER: We are doing so
at the nresent time. but, as those respen-
gihle for the development of our own
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State, if we can by legilimale means en-
courage the establishment of those manu-
factories here, we are doing no more than
our duty to our conslitnents. I am hope-
ful that either other means will he de-
vised, or that the present provision in the
Agriculiural Bank Act may be extended,
so that we may be able to give the same
assistance to the manufacture of other
producis as we are giving to the manu-
facture of agricultural machinery, If we
can do fhis, we will be helping forward
the industrial production whick plays a
very important part in the prosperity of
every State. I believe that the members
of the party to which T have the honour
to be attached come to the Honse with the
highest zeal and nctuated by the best mo-
tives for the progress of the State. I
may say also that perhaps ovr opponents
have the same object, and ave fired with
the same zeal; we differ merely as to
methods, but whatever our difference as
to the menns by whieh that progress ean
he hest assured, I am confident thal in all
essentin]l things we shall find owrselves in
harmony and co-operation in helping for-
ward the prosperity of the State of which
we have the lonour fo be representatives,

My, FOLEY (Mount Leonora): In
opening nry remarks T wish to compliment
you, Mr. Speaker, on your attainment to
your present high position and also to
compliment the Chaifman of Committees
on his election, I hope, with the leader
of the Oposition, that the experience you
two gentlemen have had in this Chamber
will tead you at times, when all the brain
you possess is bronghlt into requisition,
to temper your justice with ai least a liftle
merey. There are many nuestions that
affect the State which we will be ealled
upon fo discuss from time to time. Tt
13 not my intention to spenk on many of
them but there are a few on which T, as
Tepresentative of a mining conslitneney,
may he able to enlighten the Honse, par-
ticularly as to the requirements of the
goldfields. T might say with a great deal
of truth that during the last few vears the
goldfields of Western Aunstralia have been
the Iand of promige. I trust that after the
present Government have held the Mini-
sterial benches for three vears the gold-
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fields will no longer be the land of pro-
mise, but that we, as their representatives,
will have something more substantial than
promises to take back to the people. The
land question has been touched on by
several of the speakers, and there iz no
need for me to deal with it. but nearly
every speaker said that the conditions of
the people of Wesiern Australia should
be bettered. I hope that at ihe end of
its term of ihree years the House will have
done something practical towards better-
ing the condilions. We are representa-
tives of a British community and of Aus-
tralian sentiment, aitd I know that if the
poliey of the present Government stands
for anything it stands for Australianism
pure and simple, I represent a constitu-
ency. in which half of the actual mining
population is non-Australian, and L eon-
sider that the work of this Honse will not
be complete until something is done to
better the conditions of the miners in this
grand State of Western Australia. Four
years ago I had the opportunity, 1 can not
call it the pleasnre, of stating what T knew
to be the actnal facts as to the conditions
under which the miners were working at
the Gwalia mine. The same conditions
apply to all the mines in the outback
centres that I represent, and I repeat that
the work of this House will not he done
properly, and the House will not have
done ifs duty, until we can no longer go
to any mine in this State, and find one
Britisher working one one shift and three
on another, and all the other employees in
the mine non-Aunstralians. I have no wish
to insult other nationalities but if we de-
pend on Australians to keep us in our
position we, as Australians, should do
something for the Australian eommunity.
‘The Mines Regulation Act deals with this
matter, but I say that it has been the un-
sympathetic administration of that Act
‘in the past that has kept the workers in
the mines in the condition in which they
find themselves at the present day. I am
-glad to know that up to the present the
gentleman who now oceupies the position
of Minister for Mines has done something
to show that he is in sympathy with those
men, We all know that mining is a dan-
-gerons occupation and that a miner de-
‘pends lo the fuliest extent on the men
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working around him for his safety, Tt
is imperafive that a man shouid not only
be able to speak English, but that he
should be able to understand English when
it is spoken to him; yet I have been work-
ing on a level in a mine where I was the
only man in the mine who could speak
English intelligibly, During the election
campaign T went into the Waroonga mine
at Lawlers and found there one Britisher
on a shift, and I was told that I was lucky
in arviving at that time, because bad I
arrived during the next shift there would
have heen four Britishers at work and I
would not have had them to listen o me.
The miners have no eceasion for gratitude
in conneetion with the past administra-
tion of ihe Mines Regulation Aei, but I
feel sure ihat we ean leave it to the pre-
sent Government to deal with this matter
in a way that will meet with the desives
of the mine workers, The member for
Wayin stated that he wished to see the
conditions of the worker improved, and I
propose to show to whai exient the pre-
sent laws do that, Every hon. member that
I have heard speak during this debate,
and every candidate for Parliament at the
last eleclion, stated that it was his de-
sire to see better conditions prevailing,
and I am now going to ask for
the co-operation of those members.
The Workers’ Compensalion Act at the
present irme 1is ahsolutely devoid of
anything of a humanitarian natuve ;
it deals with only one e¢lass of work-
er. We, as a party, stand for equal op-
portunity to all, and any legislation that
is pnt on the statute hook should stand for
equal opportunity to all, whether it is go-
ing to acerue to the Government side or
the Opposiiion side. Under the present
Workers’ Compensation Aect, as it applies
1o miners, 10 men might be descending n
mine in a skip. eight of whom eome under
the Workers' Compensation et and two
do not. A few months ago T had the mis-
fortune to be working on a mine on which
a skip accident took place and,whilst eight
out of the ten men injured had a chance
to claim under the Aect, the other two, he-
eause they happened to be a surveyor and
a surveyor’s assistant,were not qualified Lo
do 0. and their dependents had to gmo
without compensation and be dependent
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on the mine. They had no chanee of get-
ting anything onder the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. It is often said that the
Labouy party are a pick and shove!l party.
I say that they are not u pick and shovel
patty, and if they do not show it right out
they will have me up against them, I
only hope that the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Bill, which was bronght forward by
one of the members on the Ministerial side
of the House, will have the fullest con-
sideration of members, and that at least
from a humanitavian point of view it will
he shown that members of Parliament
in this State, no matter on what side they
ave sitting, are willing to do something for
ihe betterment of the conditions of the
workers in the mining industry. As re-
gards Sunday labour on mines on the
woldfields, when Y first went to the fields
it was immaterial whieh day of the week
it was, Sunday or Monday were just the
samme,  The men were not considered after
they had worked six days, and whether
they needed some reereation or vest on
the seventh day did not enler into the
question, and it was only en the point of
the bayonet that the Labour party were
ever able te obtain anything. T ean
say as 4 practical miner oun the goldfields,
irrespective of whether it be Kalgoorlie.
The Murchizon or the Northern fields, that
there is too much Sunday labour, and if
we wish to improve the conditions of the
men, the more they ean be kept out of
the mines the better i will be for them.
and any Government which will have this
end in view will be doing a duty to the
State. T hope the House will do some-
thing to remedy that which I eonsider to
he one of the worst evils in the State. In
the Mines Regulation Act there are van-
ous anomalies that need to be deleted from
it. If one reads that Aet he will conclnde
thal if a breach was commitied # would
eonstitute an offence which would be pun-
ishable. and not only that, it would be
thonght that if a breach was committed
by the company, and that throngh an
accident an unfortunate worker should
be killed, his widow would have some ve-
compense. The Mines Regulation Act as il
is constituted at present practically means
that the occarrence of an aceident is not
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prima facie evidence of neglect.  This
was taken out of the Mines Regulation
Aet, and when the present Workers’ Com-
pensation Act was framed it was not put
in there. There was aucther clause, the
common employment clause, which praeli-
eaily means that if you are sent into a
place to work by the manager of that
mine, ov the shift boss, and it happens (o
be a dungerous place and you refuse Lo
o there, the result will be a tramp for
miles. Men bave always had to pay the
peually, in many cases by vietimisation.
I will ask every hon, memhber if he he-
lieves in the belterment of the conditions
of the worker to siudy the Mines Regula-
tion Aet, and at least take notice of the
men who have lived their lives in mines
and know the actual wants of the miners.
When the common employment clauses
were before the House they were put be-
fore members by a genfleman who is not
now a member of the House. These
clauses mean that if a man is sent into a
dangerous place to work and he is injured
while performing the duties he is sent lo
carry oul, he has no chance of obtining
damages ov compensation from the eom-
pany other than workers' compensation,
because he is in  eommon employment
with the man who sent him there. When
framing the Workers’ Compensation Act.
and going throngh the Mines Regulation
Act there was a case which had cost the
miners’ unions of this State several thoun-
sands of ponnds, and the administrators
of the Act knowing this put one elause
into that measure which I hope to see
deleted. That clause did away with every
vestige of clance of a man obtaining any-
thing except workers’ compensation for
any aceident. So far as the question of
the workers’ compensation is coneerned,
when that comes hefore the House we ean
deal witle if, bui there 1s another question,
the Arbitration Aet. This is a matter
which, as far as the miners are eoncerned,
has been of very little value. I have the
honour to represent a district where an
award under the present Act was given,
and a mive which was paying its way
wis ordered to pay a certain rate of wages
for a certain class of work.
another mine whose leases

There was
adjoin this
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paying mine, and because it was not pay-
ing its way, the award declared that it
was not to pay the same rate of wages us
the other mine. That is the interpreta-
tion put on the Arbitration Act by one
judge. There are other judges who have
sal as presidents of the Arbitration Court
who have had different ideas as to what
should eonstitute an award. I think ne
good can come from arbitration until this
House takes a decided stand as to the
basis of an actual fair rate of wages, or
the standard it shall be based upon. If
one goes into the Criminal Court it will
be found that the various legal gentlemen
who have charge of the case will declare
what constitutes an offence; the various
opposing lawyers will go through the case
and deeide (o what extent that offence
has been committed, and there is a penalty
laid down according to the degree of the
offence. Parliament and the people shounld
say that there should be a standard for a
fair rate of wage, and not a living rate,
which is always driven home by the Arbi-
tration Court. If that is done the judge
will merely have to adjudicate on it, and
there will not be that responsibility
thrown on lum which should be kept on
the people of this State throngh their
representatives in Parliament. Reverting
back to the Mines Regulation Act there is
one section at the end of it that I hope to
see deleted. It is said that it is an in-
Justice to the Minister to throw on him
the blame for this, but I say it is an in-
Jjustiee to the people of the State to put
a man in the position to undo the good
that we as legislators all hope to do, and
I hope to see this section deleted from
this Act, and similar clauses from other
Acts, which are administered by other de-
partmenis. I have been told that past
Ministries have stood for the State control
of the liquor traffie. We as a party say
that we believe in the nalionalisation of
the liquor traflic; we also helieve in the
nationalisation of anything that it is pos-
sible to nationalise.  The Premier of
Queensland lately said that the profis

aceruing lo the State hotel in Western .

Australia were the result of Sunday trad-
ing. 1 give that a denial. T have lived in
the town where the State hotel is for a
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number of vears, and I say that the hotel,
from the point of view of respectability,
is run, I will not say altogether according
to the Act, but very much more closely
on the lines set down by the Aet than
many of ihe hotels in various parts of the
State. The only fault that ean be found
with it is not in the actwal management
but in the administration of its affairs.
Theve is one little point that might sor-
prise several of the gentlemen sitting in
Opposition. The former Minister for
Mines certainly had charge of the affairs
of the State hotel, and the Government
had the chance of still furthering the idea
of establishing State hotels by starting
one at Bullfiugh. It has been urged that
if the State had put np an hotel at Bull-
fineh it would have been an absolule
failure. There are many places though
in the State where a State controlled hotel
would have been a success, and I hope
that the party which is af present in
power, before they have done with the
question, will put the machinery into
moltion and show the people that this ean
be done. When the Lancefield mine was
started, after having heen shut down,
there was never a greater chance of es-
tablishing a State hotel from a profitable
point of view than at this particular
place, yet we find that the past adminis-
tration gave private enterprise the oppor-
tunity of putting up the hotel, and that
several hundreds of pounds were spent
in its erection. Mr, Millbank, who has
the hotel, has declared that he tock £4.,000
there in the first three weeks, 1 have that
on the authority of the manager of the
Staie hotel at Gwalia, who made the offer
to the former Minister for Mines that he
would manage the hotel at Gwalia and a
State hotel at Lancefield. He declared
that he eould secure the services of a com-
petent man to take charge of the Gwalia
hotel, and he urged ihe ex-Minister to
establish a State hotel at Lancefield, and
showed him that there would be no diffi-
culty in making a handsome profit; yet
we find the Minister for Mines declined
to agree to it. I bhave ssserted that the
Minister for Mines has never been in

sympathy with the State control of the
liquor trade, and he showed that by the
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way in which he administered the affairs
of the Gwalia State holel. T hope that if
n the farming districts hotel accommoda-
tion is needed, the Govermment will lose
no time in establishing State hotels, and
give the people a chance of at least con-
trolling what we all regard—no matter
what we say about the question of control
—as an evil. There is another mining
nueslion I wish to speak about, and that
iz that on the various goldfields the men
bave not in the past been considered o
the exlent that should have been done.
The men work mostly under unhealthy
conditions. It is well known that it iz
impossible to find a bealthy mine in the
State, and when they cowe up after doing
a shift it is found that the places set
apart, which are alleged to be change
houses, nre nothing better than pigsties
in many instances. The member for Han-
nans stated that whenever an inspection
is about to take place the staff of the par-
ticular wine are notified, and it was a
very prominent matter when the members
of the present Phthisis Commission was
aboat to visit one of the centres I repre-
senl, the miners’ union there had been,
not for one week, but for at least seven
months, trying to drive home the necessity
for improved echange hounses. Yet we found
that it was not until just on the advent of
that Commission thal any improvement
was made in the change houses of the mine.
I would cormmnend to the Minister for
Mines that he sees, as far as possible,
that the regulations in respect to chang-
ing houses be carried out; for, after all,
if mining is an unhealthy employment
at least we, as representatives of the
people, should do all we ean to take away
the worst eonditions and make it as satis-
factory as possible under the cireum-
stances. There is one matter which af-
fects a district sueh as I vepresent, and
by affecting that distriet affacts most of
the State; we have all heard lately, and
many of us discussed, the question of the
meat supply. I do nobt mean a meat
supply for any one district, but for
Western Australia, Several thonsand
pounds have been spent in sending men
out to cuf tracks and make them fif to

bring cattle along to the centres of popu-
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lation. 1 am glad to see that up Lo
the present time the Minister for Mines,
as far ag my distriet is concerned, has
exercised a sympathetic administration,
and has improved the conditions of the
wells, and T have reason to believe that
in the near future be will be in a posi-
tion to see that the wells along most
of the stoek routes are in a fit condi-
tion for the carrying of stock. Now, if
we are going to bring cattle from the
various distriets down to the egnires of
population, and bring them under good
conditions throngh having a good water
supply on the lrack, the people in the
congesied centres will be benefited by
being able to get meat at a cheaper rate.
As far as the State hattery system is
concerned, many of the alleged batteries
are of an obsolele nature. Lvery report
I have received from the various places
with which I have communicated says
that the batteries are in an unfit condi-
tion to erush stone. At the Mount Ida
battery this obtains, and at varions olher
battertes. Much as the late Minister for
Mines wished to help prospectors, the
prospector ean never be helped once he
has the stone out unless you give him
good crushing facilities. As far as that
battery is concerned, there is no eyani-
dation (heve, and T have received a letter
saylng that private enterprise has new
put in o cvanide plant, with the result
that the prospectors have to pay what-
ever the private enterprise firm demands.
1 hope the Minister for Mines will be
in a position in the near future to see
that the Stale battery system is put on a
good and solid basis. At many of the
State batteries which are in a good con-
dition as far as machinery is concerned,
we find that when men bring stone in to
be Lreated ii has to come in as back-
loading with the teams, and is left some
distance from the boxes in which it bas
to be prepared for treatment. At some
of these batteries, especially that at
Leonora, after A man has paid exorbitant
charges for carting the stone—stone

“which has been rnised at a high price—

one would think the Government would
afford good conditions for the crushing
of that stone. Yet in one instance there
is a further impost of 1s. Gd. per ton
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after the stone has been put down at the
mill to bhe treated, this 1s. 6d. being for
further handling of the stone. If yom
are told yon bave to pay 10s. a tono te
curt the stone from DMt. Stirling to the
Leonora battery you generally suppose
that all charges are included in that;
but there is this further impost of Is.
tid., because they cannot put the stone
into the battery from where it is dumped.
Yet it only requires a belt conveyor, or
some other device of the sort, to do away
with the impost. If the Government
wish the men to prosper they should
show their gratitude for the prospecting
work done by improving the conditions
at the State batteries. I daresay that at
a later date the conditions of erushing
at these batteries will be taken into con-
sideration, This is a question 1 would
recommend every member of the House
to study. I hope members, after much
boasting of what they have done and
intend to do for the prospector, will at
last do something for him. It can be
done in various ways. At a lafer date
I intend to bring in a measure dealing
with mining hoards. However, there is
no need to go further into this matter
at the present time. I hope that the
deliberations of the Hounse will result in
permanently improving the conditions of
Western Aunstralia generally.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Tocdyay): If
there is any part of the policy of the
Government which appeals to me, it is
that in which they propose to build var-
ious agrienltural railways. That, T main-
tain, is the most important part of the
poliev, because the development of the
State depends on the development of its
agricultural resources, and I fail to sece
how those resources are to be developed
other than by an extensive construction
of agricultural railways. It is the duty
of the Goverument to, as far as possible.
carry out the promises of the past Gov-
ernment in so far as these railways are
conecerned. Those promises were given
in good faith, and were largely res onsi-
ble for the extraordinary settlement of
the land in the hack districis. The eople
took up those lands under anvthine hut
the best econditions in respeet to rain-
fall, and any member who has a Lvow-
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ledge of the difficulties to be contended
against in settling the land must realise
that these people are entitled to special
consideration.  To-day they are faced
withh serious diffieulty in respeet to the
water supply, and undoubtedly it is the
duty of the Government to assist those
people to the utmost of their abiiirv.
At the same time I feel that had the
late Government remained in power those
people would have received special cou-
sideration, probably more {han has heen
extended to them in the eireumstances.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min.
ister) : How do you know?

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: With all du-
respect to the present Government, and
I feel that they are in earnest, I tnain-
tain that the position is almost identieal
to-day with what it was a week before
the elections. I do not intend to speak
in any way ungratefully, because I be-
lieve the Government mean to help these
people. They are doing their best, and
I am bopeful that in the near futuve the
difficulty will have been largely overcome,
if only temporarily., Now it is neces-
savy that the question of water supplv
be taken in hand, and as speedily as
possible be overcome by a big permanent
scheme. The country fully justifies if.
This year we have seen extraordinary
crops rtaiced on a very short rainfall
We were tokl that the crops at Dowerin
were a failure, but T am glad to say
they are scarcely that, Sorme erops away
east of Dowerin are a failure, but in
Dowerin the crops are fairly zood. Yet
with seareely a water supply of any vorf

there is very liftle complaint from the

people in that distriet. Great considera-
lion is due to them, and T hope it will
be extended. There is large setflemeni
going on in the north of the Cowcowing
distriet. and T hope the Government will
see their way to take the promised rail-
way throngh that distriet. Tr is dw
to these people. for they are an able
and energetie elass, and entitled to every
consideration. If there is anv matter
in the Government noliey which docs not
receive my approval it is the propnserd
amendment of the land regulations. T
give the Minister eredit for honesty of
intention, and 1 feel sure that if lefl
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solely to himself he would certainly hesi-
tate and defer the ecarrying out of these
proposed amendments. It is a question
of great importance, especially at this
stage of the history of the State. It is
a most inopportune moment for the in-
troduction of sueh a proposal. 'The oper-
ation of this proposal will go farther
than the Government dream of. It hac
already discouraged people; numbers of
leaseholders hiave spoken to me in regacd
to the matter. Many people say they
had money to invest in land under the
non-residential conditions, and were pre-
pared to lonestly carry out those con-
ditions. Further, it is operating against
the people in respect to the storekeepers,
who hitherto, to my r.ersonal knowledge,
have been in a sense earrying the small
settler; for the storekeepers are mot all
robbers. Some years ago I was assisting
in that line of business, and it is within
my knowledge that these people have had
credit for four or five years without in-
terest, the storekeeper knowing fuil well
that ultimately the debt would be paid.
However, under the new amendinent the
securifies will be unsound, and it is
highly unfair to the seleetor that th=
proposed amendmenis should be made at
this stage, because those people fully
believed that their right of tenure was
sound, that they could transfer if sick-
ness or misfortune overtook him. How-
ever, under the proposed regulations they
will he dented that.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: I sincereiy hope
the Minister will not go on with his pro-
posed amendments, and will do nothineg
to prevent these transfers,

The Minister for Tands: We will. if
necessary.

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: There is one other
matter that stands next in importance,
namely the eost of living.  Although
sitting on the Opposition side of the
Honse, T am prepared to stand shoulder
to shoulder with the Government in the
matter of redncing the c¢ost of living.
Mueh has been said on this question and
many promises have been made, but the
cost of living is almost wholly controlled
by ihe large importation of our daily
necessaries. We import daily necessaries
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to the tune of a little over a million

per vear. Here i5 an opportunity for the
Minister controlling the Agrieultnral
Department. I claim that there is suffi-

cient work in the agricaltural indostry
and the secondary industries to vequire a
Minister to eontrol them, and it is havdly
fair, seeing that these industries are so
necessary to the advancement of the
State, that one Minister should be bhur-
dened with tha eontrol of the two or three
large depariments now in charge of the
Minister for Lands. There is sufficient
work for one Minister in each one of them.
"The bnlk of this million pounds worth of
produce which we import yearly eounld, I
maintain, be produced in the State if
sufficient indncement were given to agri-
culturists, Let us take come of the
items :(—Butter and cheese tolal over
half a million pounds. 1 zay that with
the aid of irrigation and systematic en-
couragement all that butter could be pro-
dueed in the State. Here is an oppor-
tunity for the Government to devise a
system of proper assistance and encour-
agement fo the dairying industry. Prac-
tieal demonstration is necessary. We
hear a lot from time to time aboui the
edueation of the young, but to my mind
the education of the adult is also neces-
sary, and a praefical demonstration
would go a long way towards overcoming
the diffienlties in the way of establishing
the dairving indostry. I saw in Sonth
Australia and Vietoria in  Mareh last
men doing well nnder favourable condi-
tions with a small area. I believe it is
the ambition of the present Government
to encourage close and intense seltlement.
and for snch seitlement Weslern Austra-
lia oflers equal opportunities with the
other States. It only mneeds that we
should show n bold front in this matter.
If our south-western lands were the pro-
perty of a private individual and money
were obtainable I venture to say that in-
dividual would lanuneh out to the tune of
thonsands, and surely if there is suffi-
cient induneement for a private individaal
there should be sufficient indueement for
the Government of a great State such as
ours. The high price of potatoes was
much talked about during the election
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campaign, and it was said that the em-
bargo upen imported potatoes would be
removed, or at any rate, that they would
be made cheaper. I hope that no tinker-
ing will be attempted in this direction,
beeause if it is possible to prevent that
dreadful sccurge, the Ivish blight, getting
hold of our lands, let us sacrifice a little
to aceomplish that end. We have in the
south-west a vast area capable, we arc
told by the Commissioner, who is cown-
petent o speak on the maiter, of pro-
ducing sufficient potatoes for the whole
of the Commonwealth, and there is a
further prospect of a big industry in the
production of good healthy seed pota-
toes. This yenr the growing of potatoes
was seriously hampered because we eould
nol obtain seed. There are fairly large
quantities grown in my distriet but owing
to the searcity of seed, the areas planted
were not as large as they wounld other-
wise have been. A little sacrifice is justi-
fied to keep our potato areas clean, but if
il is at all possible to allow Lhe eastern
potato to come in, provided it is
thoroughly disinfected, let it be import-
ed, but not to all distriets. The south is
entitled to comsideration in that respect
and shonld be exempted. Then there is
the question of the high price of meat.
The member for Beverley said that we do
not get onr price for the meat, but I feel
sure he overlooked the fact that there is
such a thing ag the cost of retailing. I
believe in fair play all round, fair play
to the retailer and fair play to the pro-
ducer. We have had inquiries made
from time to time into the supply and
cost of meat, and it has been stated in
evidence that the cost of distribution is
fairly high.

Mvr., George: It should not cost 2d. per
pound.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: It was argued
that they wanted 100 per cent. profit,
and if we consider the high rate of
wages there is something in the argument.
If we give high wages we must expect
to pay for them through the product. I
have some experience in this business my-
self, and I know that meat cannot be re-
tailed with any certainiy with a 25 per
cent. profit. I am not holding any brief
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for the butchering trade, but T am point-
lug out that it is wholly a question of
supply and demand, and although the
supply may at times be plentiful it is not
easy fo raise and lower the prices as the
supply rises and falls. Then there is the
cost of sugar. This is a maiier conivolled
by Federal action, but this high cost of
sugar af Lhe present time seems due to the
labour treubles in Sydney.

Mr. Carpenter: To the eombine.

Mr, A. N, PIESSE: I am with the hon.
member if a true hill ean be made out
against the combine, bat in this case it is
largely a combine in other directions; it
iy the Union Trust as well as the Sugar
Trust. I am nol going to say anything
against the nnions, because 1 realise that
in the past they have done excellent ser-
vice, but T maintain that to-day they have
acconplished their end. The price of
sugar is £26 and £27, and even as high as
£29 per ton, and if we add to that the
bounty, we find the aectual price to the
people is over £30 per ton. All this adds
te the cost of living; the bonus comes
out of the pockeis of the people and in-
directly is an addition to the price of
sugar.  The member for ¥remantle re-
marked that we shonld prolect the State
Parliaments. T mainfain that the State
Parliament should make itseif heard in
counection with these high 1mposts on
sugar and other eowmmodities.

Mr, George: The Federal people will
not take any notice,

Mr, A. N. PIESSY:: Now thal we have
our friends of the Labour party in power
perhaps the Federal Parliament will listen
to them. Then there are other commadities
that are necessary on the breakfast table,
and in eonnection with whieh the pro-
ducer shonld be given encouragement. He
needs all the encouragement that can be
given him for he bas many uphill battles
to fight. The fruit industry is one that
is very near to my heart. This industry
combined with irrigation can be brought to
a very high standard indeed, and no in-
dustry should have greater encouragement.
Export prices are high. It has been said
by the member for Swan that a State ex-
port department is necessary. I bappen
to have a knowledge of the export busi-
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ness, and though well acquainted with
the growers, I have not heard them ex-
press any desire for a State export de-
partment. I ean give figures which show
that the cost of sending fruit from the
South Australian Government depot to
the London wharf was 3s. 134d. per case,
whilsi the West Australian cost was 2s.
5%&d. per case from Fremantle to London
wharves. 1 am wot going to strongly op-
pose the establishment of a State export
department, hecause if it is proved to be
necessary nndobutedly we should have it,
but at the present time, as far as my
knowledge goes, and T am in daily con-
tact with the fruitgrower, it is not justi-
fied. The money necessary for such a
venture conld be more satisfactorily ex-
pended in the encouragement of the in-
dustry in other directions.

Mr. Turvey: It is not costing the South
Australian Government a penny.

Mr. A. N, PIESSE: The halance-sheet
issued hy the Sonth Australian Govern-
ment recently for the export depot showed
a deficit for last vear of £4,300.

Member: No, there was a big profit;
abount £8,000.

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: I am informed
that there was a defieit, but I am open to
correction.
industry can be hetter encouraged by
more liberal assistance to the growers.
The export of table grapes alone shounld
appeal to the Ministry. In that braneh
of the industry alone there is more than
comfort; there is even a little fortune if
only the industry is given a little en-
couragement. It is difficult for the grower
to produce the plants, and here lies an
opportunity for the Government fo estab-
lish a State nursery which would give the
grower a ehance of getting plants of ex-
pott varieties. I maintain that an export
department is searcely justified at the
present time, and if a proposal for its
establishment is brounght forward I shall
move thai a select committee be appointed
to deal with the gmestion. The quesiion
of irrigation is one that appeals to me
very much. It offers splendid opportuni-
ties to the producer, and it would en-
courage many to take up the fruit in-

At any rate, T say that the.
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dustry who oflierwize would not venture
upon it.

Sitting suspended fram 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: There is one
malter that seems to me shouid wvery
much oceupy the aftention of the Admini-
stration, and that is the queshion of rri-
gation. Trrigation has proved itsel? to
he very profitable if properly carrvied out
in thig State, and I maintain that the soils
of this State, given proper treaiment,
with the aid of rrigation, should produce
from the first day of January to the 31st
day of December each year. That is suif-
cient inducement to my mind fo warrant
the expenditure of a large sum of monay
in that direction. T am with the member
for Bunbury who pointed out in his
speech 1haf it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to give attention to this matter, and
1 submit that in the South-West distriets,
particularly at Brunswick at the State
farm, sufficient proof has been given of
the profitable nature of -such a wventure,
This is an opening for the small man, and
I believe it is the coniention particularly
of the party now in power, and has been
for many vears, that closer settlement is
more desirable than the large holdings
that now exist throughout the State. From
my own knowledge of the agrieultural in-
dustry we ecnld not have better proof of
the large earrying capabilities of n eoun-
try under irrigation than Mildura, There
they have an area under plantation of 300
or 400 acres, carrying a population of
4,000 or 5,000 people. This appeals to
me, and il is a matter which is an avenne
that would relieve the population of the
goldfields, those who are inelined towards
agriculture. There we have miners with
growing families who do not know what
to do with their families; here is an open-
ing for them. If the land is placed under
hrrigation a small area would snit them.
Then we should want agrienltural educa-
tion. An agricultural eollege is justified
on the goldfields. Tt is elaimed that the
University should be free. I maintain an
agrienltural college should also be free
to the sons of miners where they are
eager and anxious to learn agriculture in
all its hranches and thus render themselves
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useful and fitted to take up the work
when opportunity offers. I have received
repeated letters from people who have
friends and sons fitted for training, ask-
ing if T conld not take them in hand and
impart to them some knowledge in the
way of agriculture, particularly fruit.
Here, to my mind, lies the opportunity
for the Government of the day Lo prove
themselves (he friend of the worker in
more ways than one, affording every op-
) ovtunity and facility for the sons of the
workers aegmiring an agricultural train-
ing. Tt should not be eonfined fo the gold-
fields, but colleges eould he established in
the different agricultural distriets of the
State.  There is suificient justificalion
for them, and I feel if the Government
siarted in that divection it would quickly
bear good fruit. I have not much more
to say. I sincerely hope that any short-
comings that may have resulted from my
efforts this afternoon will be borne with
in a friendly spirit. 1 am no hard and
fast party man. 1 would readily assist
the Government in any measuve that they
may bring forward which has for its ob-
jeet the advancement of rhe State and not
one class in partienlar, but T say my in-
terests are more with the agrieultural
producer becauwse I realise their difficul-
ries. 1 have had a knowledge of the
pioneering diffienltiez of the State. Al-
though for many vears I was in the eivil
service | have had considerable experience
in agriculture, and therefore elaim to have
a knowledge of the wants of agrieul-
turists. In the back distriets of the State
that are snffering somewhat from the
short rainfall. the people are anxiously
awaiting some definite announcement frem
the Government of the day as to the pro-
posed amendment of the land regulations.
I have nothing further to say than to
thank members for the consideration they
have extended fo me.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): There have been some re-
ferences to-night by hon, members on
the Opposilion side of the House as to
the proposals which the Government an-
ficipate introducing at the earliest pos-
sible juneture with due cousideration of
those proposals, and the hope has been
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espressed by more than one member on
the Opposition side that we, as a Govern-
rent represeniing the Labour party, will
see our way in the future to meodify our
proposals and alter our intentions as ex-
pressed at the general eleelions. I think
it is just as well to be clear on this point.
We are in the position of a Government
and a party who have confested the re-
cent elections upon these prineiples. We
have thoroughly explained them to the
electors and, speaking personally, 1 ean
say I had to fight most determinedly and
against considerable opposition in order
to convince the electors- that these prin-
ciples were right. TIs it likely or is it
reasonable to expeet that having been suc-
cessful in winmng the elections we ave-
zoing to modify these pronosals? The
electors of the State bave pronounced a
verdiet in their favour, and so far as my
opinion goes, and I think the opinion of
other members of our party, we have a
clear duty to go forward as far as cirenm-
stances and opportnnities will permit, fo
earry into effect the policy endorsed by a
majority of the electors of the State. Dur-
ing this debate and previous to the as-
sembling of Parliament, a considerable
amount of eritictsm has been indulged in
as to cerfain, T will not call them regula-
tions, but eertain instrnctions which have
been issued by me as Minister for Lands
in regard to the future exerecise of iy
discriminating power in the matter of the
approval of transfers, These instruclions
will necessarily involve a eertain amount
of inereased work, I may say a good deal
of increased work for the MMinister and
the depariment, and 1 have not lighliy
undertaken that work or entered upon il
without dwe thought, and without eon-
sultation with the officers and my ecol-
leagues in issuing those instructions and
sefting out the course which I propose to
pursne, Those members who have taken
exception have been plexsed to state that
the amount of speculation or trafficking
which is taking place in land is only a
small amount compared to the genuine
settlement, but I have indubitable evidence
that that tralficking has been conducted on

a very considerable seale. T felt sure of
it hefore the election, before entering the
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Lands Uepartment. and since I have en-
tered the Lands Department my views
have been confirmed. I want hon. memn-
bers Lo consider this matter for themselves
and if they take the monthly Statistizul
Abstraet, which is distributed to hea.
members, and will take the area of con-
ditional purchase leases of various kinds
whicli have been alienated, or. rather,
which are in process of alienation from
year to vear, if they will work onmt the
amount of improvements which should he
cllecled on these according to the modest
conditions of the Land Aef, they will ve-
alise that there is a considerable area on
which-tbose vonditions are not being ful-
filled, and, further, if during the past six
or 12 months they will turn up the ad-
vertising columns of the newspapers and
read the adveriisements there of areas ior
sale, and note the areas whieh are unim-
proved they will al once realise the faet
that there 18 a great deal of trafficking in
our areas going on, and I realise that the
position is this, that this Parliament, re-
presenting the taxpayers, is finding a con-
siderable s of money each year for the
conduct of the Lands Department, is -
volving itself in a considerable amount
of trouble for the purpose of ad-
ninisteriny the lands of this State,
but in ding so, owing to insufficient safe-
guards, it is providing facilities for this
trafticking; indeed, it has called into being
a number of mushreom land ageneies par-
ticularly engaged in this work. It is un-
derfaking all  the responsibility and
trouble. while the fees and profits from
these transactions are going to people
oulside the Lands Depaviment. T have al-
ways contended that the function of the
Lands Department is to promote land set-
tlement and the productive utilisation of
the soil. That is the object we all onght
to have in view, and if we find that policy
is heing unsetiled, and that our selectors
are finding it more profitable to secure
these areas with a view to realising a
profit on them at an early date, rather
than to set to work to utilise them as they
onght to be ulilised for productive pur-
poses, then the Lands Department is not
fulfilling its real funeHon on behalf of

the people of this State. In looking

.is a great deal of isconeception.
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through the eriticism which has been urged
against these instructions, I find that there
I antiei-
pated that opposition would come from
those whose business had been called into
being by this process of trafficking.

Naturally they would object, because we

were building up a vested interest in the
exchange of these properties, and we
would have encountered precisely the same
opposition if it had been customary to
sell the positions in the public service and
there had developed a system of traffick-
ing in those positions, It would have called
into being a number of. men who would
make a living by trafficking in public ser-
vice positions, and when we proposed fo
put. a stop to it we would have an outery
from those people. Therefore, naturally
1 expected opposition from this elass of
land agent, although there were some can-
did enough to say that while their business
in connection with the department wonld
suffer, they regarded these regulations as
being heneficial in the interests of the
State.  Outside of that there has been
a considerable amount of correspondence,
but T wonld be preparved to attach more
weight to it if so much of it had nat been
anonymous, One of the frst letters T
have seen to which the writer had the
courage to anttach his name is one whieh
anpears in to-day’s West Australian, and
it eontains one of the miseonceptions
which has arisen. The writer declares
that it 15 a legitimate way of business for
pecple, who take up these selections and
do not fulfil the necessary conditions im-
posed by the Land Aect, to enter into an
arrangement to dispose of the properties
to somebody else, and for the purchaser
under this arrangement to earry ont the
impnrovements which the original selector
had contracted himself to perform, and
when the necessary improvements have
heen carried ont then eome to the Lands
TDrenartment and ask that the transfer shall
be dulv registered. The member for Nor-
tham has himself recogmised that this has
heen going on, and from his place in the
House he stated that although it was tak-
ing place he hardly knew how to deal with
it. Now, T eontend this is an absolutely

illegal transaetion and an absolnte con-
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travention of the provisions of the Land
Aect. It is more than a coniravention—
it is a direet encouragement o pecple to
secure areas with a view to disposing of
them to unsuccessful applicants hefore
the land hoard at a considerable profit,
erealer or less aceording fo the position
of the land. I take it to be mv duty
as Minister for TLands administering
the Land Act to put my foot down
on what arve illegal practices, and 1 eon-
tend that it is illegal for these people to
enter into an arrangement for the dis-
posal of a block when they have not ful-
filled their eontraets with the Lands 1e-
partment. We have a contract with them,
bul they are also pariies to the contract
and they have certain duties to perform
to the Lands Department. And it is an
injustiee in this way, that in nearly every
case these selectors give sworn statements
to the land board, which decides who shall
be the suecessful applicant, and if they
are to be permitted to make these stale-
ments in regard fo their intentions, and
then shortly after securing the land are
tu be permitted to break those inlcntions
and go back upon their sworn evidence.
we are eonniving nt practices which are
cerfainly nol in the hest interests of the
publie and are rot geing to prowmote the
settlement and development of the State.
In conneetion with these sworn state-
ments, we have to hear in mind that there
are other npplicants, and there may be
amongst them those who are genuirely
desirous of founding a home, continuously
living on the place, and following legiti-
mate farming, but who, being more mod-
esl, are not prepared fo make extravagani
statements such as those made by the men
who serure these areas. And it is unjnst
to them that when they are turned down
by the land hoard they are faced with the
necessity of noing lo the sueeessfal appli
eant and practieally paying him a pre-
mium for the rigl! ‘0 wo on {he ave1. Te!
me quofe some of the statements made he-
fore the land hoard in order to indieate
the naiure of some of the sworn evilence
which is given in conneclion with apylica-
tions for fhese ureas. T will not read
them fully but will take only the salient

fealnres, Here is one in which the appli-
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eant says that he holds no land ai present,
that le never selected previously, that
ke intends to reside on the land as soon as
it is granied, that his present oceupation
is contract eleaving, that he has had eight
years' experience in the Eastern States,
that he has £300 eapital, ihat he is married
amil has nine ehildren, ineluding five boys
who woull all go on the land, that he has
no one else dependent on him, that he
eonsiders two-thirds of the land fit for
wheai growing, and that he intends to
make his home on the land. Another ap-
plicani swears that he holds no land at the
present time, that he had seen this land
and wanled lo make it his home, that he
proposed to use it for mixed farming ani
reside on it within two months, that bhe
and his two hoys would go on the land,
that he was 54 years of age and born in
the State, that he has had farming ex-
pevience, that he had a eapital of £500
and a full plant comprising everything
required for farming, including horses,
that he had a number of children, that
there was no one else dependenl on him,
and that he was desirous of esiablishing a
home on the bloek. Then, here is the case
of two partners. They stated that they
proposed {o utilise the land for mixed
farming, wheal and sheep, lhat they wonld
reside on it, that both would go on the
bloek immediaiely, that their present oceu-
pation was farming work, that both had
had experience in farming before coming
to Western Australia, that they had £230
between them, that one was married and
his wife and two children would join him
as soon as hie got settled, and that he was
desirous of establishing a home and em-
barking upon active farm work. T necd
hardly read any wore. These are parti-
culars of ihe evidence which is given in
sworn declarations by the swecessful ap-
plicanls, and we must remember that in
each case they secured the srea from a
number of applieants. Now, it is an in-
jusiiee if, atter making these declarntions
hefore Lhe land board, they are then per-
milted to go out and perhaps after hold-
ing the block for a brief time, advertize
it for sale and compel the unsuceessful
applicant, who probably was prepared in

a bona fide way to go upon the land and
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cnltivale it. to pay a price over and above
that whieh they gave ihie department in
order that the unsuecessful applicant may
be permitted an opportunity of going on
the land and embarking on farming. T
say that we shonld prevent this traffick-
ing, and if there are those who secure the
land by hard swearing and then affer-
wards dispose of it, our efforts should be
direcied to see that the unsuccessfnl appli-
cants shall be able to get the area from
ihe Slaie at the price we fix on it, and not
he penalised by haviog to embark their
capital, or a considerable portion of it
in paying a premiam to those who seeured
the land for the purpose of establishing
n home and engaging in farming pursuils,
and then turn around and dispose of if.
Then we have other instances, and ithese
refer to lands which are liable (o for-
teiture for non-fulfilment of the conditions
stipulated in the Land Aet. T hold thai
the Alinister for Lands is there to ad-
minisler the Land Act. Darliament has
decided that il is a fair proposition for
the Slate to exaet these condilions in re-
turn for the right which we give to these
applieants to occupy the land, and if
these ronditions ave too onerous lhen if i
the duty of Parliamenl fo alier thiem and
make lhem lighter. But while they arc
regarded as a fair propusilion—and 1
think they are moderale; they do not cn-
tail a very heavy drain upon the faiirer
going on the land—having heen placed in
the Land Act, it is my duty as Minister
o see that these eondilions ure fulfilled;
of course, exercising discretion where un-
fortunate cireumstances may prevent an
individnal who is doing his best to dcvelop
his holding from earrying ent the coudi-
tions to their full exteni. I do not intend
in future, where there is a reasorable
claim for lenieney, te be hard o holders
of these areas, but T certainly do intend
to come down heavily npon !liose who have
taken up these aress and have *nude no
aftempt, or little aitempl. fo eultivate
them, and who are holding them with the
intention of selling them al an advaniage
and of profiting by the enhancad value
given to the land by reason of tiue facili-
ties provided by the State. Where 1hose
eases come nnder my notiez there will be
no question but that forfeitnre will follow,

There are more eases than there cught to
be where it has been found thar lessces
under conditional purehase, have failed
to fulfil the eonditions, Although wiven
the opportunity, and, in some eases, ex-
tension of time, and where Lhey heve been
notified that it is the intenlion ‘of the de-

partment to forfeit, they immedialely
effect a swrreptilions transaciion, and

digpose of the land Lo someone else, and
later on we have found fthe purchaser
coming forward with a view of securing
the iransfer of a block which is Torteit-
able. Then there is every resson andd
justifieation for forfeiting, and it issuing
these instructions I have had the purpose
of preventing purchasers from being vie-
timised. [ desire to cmphasise what are
ihe conditious of the Land Aect, the con-
ditions under whieh these holdings are
taken up, so that purchasers will have
the opportunity of inquiring as to whether
the conditions have been frlfilled, an:d so
preveni from having translerrved to them
a holding which is forfeitable For the non-
fulfilment of the conditions imposed by
the Act.

Mr. A. N, Piesse: That was doue as
well under the old admimstration; I
know of instances in Toodyay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position has been that the very fael of a
transaction having been entered into has
been urged as an argument why we should
waive this right to forfeit in glaring cases
where the land has been held and no
attempl made to fulfil the conditions, As
those eases came up I realised the neces-
sity for issuing the instruetions which
have lately been pul inte force. The
argument is put forward that the right
way to deal with this is to have the areas
inspected, te ensure that the eonditions
under which the Jand is held are fulfilled.
I want to point out that that would in-
volve an enormous inspectorial staff, and,
while I certainly propose to do my best
to see that the conditions are fulfilled, 1
would be wanfing in my duty if I did net
go further and atterupt to provide econ-
ditions by which we would avoid in lhe
future these holdings being held, and
thus necessitate this costly supervision
and inspeetion in order that the holders
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might be compelled to carry out the con-
ditions under which they secured the land.
What T want is to see the fullest possible
encouragement given to those who are de-
sirous of going on the land for the pur-
pose of developing and utilising it as a
farm and a home, and fo prevent, so far
as lies in my power, opportunities being
given 1o those who merely regard this land
settlement as a good opporiunity for
trafficking in a block and realising £100
or £200 by transferring that bloeck, with-
out the necessity of undergoing those
pioneering difficulties and the pioneering
work which the genuine settler undoubt-
erlly has to do in the early stages of his
farming operations. The nexl complaint
we have 15 that the financial institutions
will not lend money, and undoubtedly [
suspect that there is an effort being made
hy those who have been divectly inler-
ested in the (raffic, those who have been
making a comfortable income out of if,
to arouse opposition to these proposals
by the misrepresentation of our purpose,
and by exciting the fear that the genuine
seltler will not be able to secure acecommo-
dation. With regard to the financial in-
slitntions, I desire o point out that our
conditions in Western Australia, as com-
pared with these in the Eastern States,
are certainly a great deal more liberal,
and the financial institutions which have
their branches in Western Australia as
well as in the Eastern States, are lending
money on land held under various forms
of tenure in New South Wales, Queens-
land, Vietoria, and South Australia,
where the conditions in regard to resid-
enee, improvements, the right of transfer,
and the price of the land are a great deal
more ohercus than they are in Western
Australia. and if the institutions are pre-
pared to lend money vpon those aveas in
the Eustern States, why this sudden and
mysterions  announcement that there is
likely to be a cheek in the accommodation
of seftlers upon our agrienltural areas?
Surely if they are prepared to lend under
more onerous conditions, so far as (e
Land Acts of the Eastern States are con-
cerned, they have no reason to deny that
aecommodation in  Western  Australia,

where ke terms are more liberal, 1 cer-
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tainly think if 1, as Minister for Lands,
insist upon improvement conditions, con-
ditions whieh wilt lead to the advance-
nent and development of the agrieuitural
ndusiry, to bring about the utilisation of
‘he soil, we are improving those securities,
we are making them better from a bank-
ing, or even a storekeeper’s point of view,
and so far as my poliey ean he snecessful
n ensuring that end, so much more secure
will it be for those finaneial institutions
and financiers who are accommodating
applicants in \Western Ausiralia to-day.
It is certainly a new doctrine to me thai
insistence upon the econditions which are
going to make these lands more valuable
is going 1o lessen the value of the secari-
ties. Tt is a new problem to me in politi-
eal eeonomy and it is one that I cannot
comprehend, so far as my knowledge of
that partienlar seience is coneerned. Lhen
we are told that the storekeepers are going
to withhold ecredit, but, as a matter of
fact, hon. members opposite who have
criticised these instructions, know well it
is very ravely indeed that a storekeeper
secures a mortgage over the property, His
accommodation is generally by way of =«
lien over the erop, or by promissory nofes,
and while there may he isolated instanees
where he takes a second mortgage, it is
only in exceptional cases where thai see-
ond morteage is demanded. That being
the case, I eannot see how the position of
the storekeeper is going to be imperilled,
so long as it is the purpose of the Lands
Department to eusure that the selilers arve
being settled on the lands, and that they
will be there for the purpose of improving
their  holdings and eultivating  them,
and (hus increasing their own pro-
spects and also taking their part in
promotinz  the general prosperity of
the Sinte. TIf, however. we find that
this pressure iz brought {o beavr for the
purpase of precluding the Minister for
Lands, for the iime being, from carrying
oul the provisions of the Land Aet, if
this pressure is te be brought to bear to
compel the Minister to wink at evils, at
hard swearing before the [Land Voard.
and to wink at deliberate eontraventions
of the Land Act, then nndoubiedly there

iz all 1the greater necessity for this Assem-
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‘biy to turn its attention fo banking pro-
posals which will give that accommoda-
tion to the seitlers which other institu-
tions deny. 1 certainly propose doring
ihe present session to liberalise the condi-
‘tions of the Agricultural Bank in some
ways, and I hope that will only be the
forerunner of a State institution which
will regard it as its chief funetion to assist
legitimate seltlers in the developmeni and
cultivation of he lands of the State. The
member for Toodyay quoted several in-
stances which undoubtedly are deserving
of consideralion, and iy which he said
these instructions would prevent transfers

from being effected. 1 want to diaw
the lion. member’s attention 1o the
eireular  which was  issued awd pub-

lished in the Press, in whieh I clearly
expressed this view. I then stated
“Any special case will be considered on
its merits, and this embargn with respect
to transfers may be waived; but Lhe
Minister will require such special ease ‘o
be swpported by whalever documentary
evidence he may think fit.” Then I went
on to say “The Minister reserves the right
to protect the land, or permit of a trans-
fer where he is satisfied that the request
should be dealt with as a special case
Justifving lentenev.””  Tn issning those in-
structions T had i iy mind cases where
2 man might hecome ill, where he mivht
he unfiited for pursuing the wark of enlti-
vating the soil, where the settler himself
might die, and the necessity arising for
the area to be transferred, and there might
he a number things cropping up where
it would he perfectly legitimate for a
transfer to go through. But it certainly
would not be legitimate for me fo wink at
cases, which T ecertainly know at the pre-
sent time, where areas have bBeen taken
up, and where they have been dummied
by friends of the holder, and where they
inevitably come along for the purpose of
putting those transfers through with the
object of roucentraling the whole of those
areas in the hands of one person. When
those persons come forward there will wn-
donbtedly be difficulties arising in getting
them through. Those are just the verw
conditions responsible for all the dummy-
ing which took place under the original

Selection Acis in New Soath Wales and
Victoria, which they were always attempt-
ing to defeat, and which were vesponsible
for the stringent provision in the Land
Acts of the Iastern States, to which I
have already veferred. 1 think the houw.
member for Toodyay, anud other hon,
members, will not need any greater assur-
ance that every consideration will be
given to the applications of those who can
put forward a legitimate claim to have
iheir transfers effected. 1t certainly in-
volves a greater amount of work, but I
think that an additional amounn: of work
will be justified if we ean promoie
gennine land settlement, and prevent
land settlers being fleeced by those who
have seeured areaz for trafficking pur-
poses, as I know from my experi-
ence during the past year or two.
The leader of the Opposition indulged in
some references to the annovncement
which has been made in vegard to Lhe
deferraent of the payment of rents in
those cases where seltlers are suffering
from the present drv season. That hon.
member approved and condemned in one
breath. He condemned it first, then
thought his condemnation might be mis-
understoodt; and later on he said he ap-
proved, but intimated that it ought to
have been effected in a different way.
Now the position was that the leader of
the Opposttion did niake some announce-
ment in a quiet way to individuals here
and therve, that it application wnas made
rents wounld be deferred. But I think
that was absolutely the wrong way to go
abont it, because c¢lamorous individuals
who might nol deserve that consideration
would be able to seeure the deferment of
the payment of rent, while others who
were nnaware of it, becanze of the non-
publicity of it, but who were really in
need of such consideration, would not be
able to seenre it, and might possibly have
to abandon their holdings because they
feared they could not ecarry through, I
think the hest possible way was to Fface
the sitnation honestly. to recogmise that
owing to the abnormally dry season we
had a number of setflers in difficuliies,
and that it was hetter to let ithemt know
thal we as a Government were prepaved te
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give ithem consideration, exercising due
care, as the leader of the Opposition said
ouzht to have been done, to see that these
cazes are determined on their merits.
And we have provided that a elaim shall
be submitted, and that that elaim shall be
endorsed by an officer either of the Lands
Depariment or of the Agricultural Bank,
so thal we will have some check as to
whether the necessities of the case de-
mand that the deferment shall he granted.
T ihink that is a reasonable precantion,
while at the same time the general pub-
licity given to it makes it known to those
seltlers who will need this accommodation,
and perhaps gives them heart to continue
the struggle. Now there are other pro-
posals which we have, but I certainly do
pot feel that T should make any announce-
ment in regard to them here to-night, not
becanse we are not sympathetie, but for
quite other reasons. However, I can cer-
tainly assure hon. members that we will
give most sympalhetic treatment to those
people; because we recognise that the
greal majority of them have worked well
in those dry areas, and we believe that if
we give them consideration now, when
rood seasons come the State will ecertainly
not lose by it, but will be considerably
the gainer by the increased production
and consequently increased prosperity.
Reference has also been made to the ynes-
tion of the cost of living, and to the es-
tablishment of an export depot. The
leader of the Opposition imperatively de-
manded to know what has heen done in
regard to these matters, Well, the con-
tinuous Government was there for six
vears, and we have been here for about
a month, so I think we are entitled Lo a
little fime, not exactly our own time, but
a reasonable time to go into these matters
bhefore a publie announcement is made.

My, Frank Wilson: I do not think I
mentioned an export depot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
you did. .

Mr. Frank Wilson: Was it not freezing
works and abattoirs? I asked why they
had not heen mentioned.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I hope
this is not going to be a Government to
merely mention things. I hate this habit
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of mentioning this and that in speeches
placed in the mouth of His Exeecllency
the Governor. T wmuch prefer to go
ahead, and then come to the House and
say “We have done these things.” There
have been too many matlters mentioned,
merely used, as it were, as bird lime, and
not sullicient care giveu to earrying them
out.

My. Frank Wilson :
already in hand.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Non-
sense, If it can be said at all that they
are in hand, it is merely in the construe-
tion of files in the departments of the
State, and that is an industry which, I
find, does not need any encouragement
in Western Australia,

My, Frank Wiison : The designs and
plans are in hand, Ask your eolleague.

The MINISTER FFOR LANDS: With
regard to the question of the importation
of potatoes, I recognise I have to exer-
cise proper eare in proteeting the pro-
ducers of the State against the intro-
duction of the Iiish blight, and I eer-
tainly intend to exereise that care in the
future. But I am going to take steps to
preclude the possibility of precautionary
mensures against Irish blight being util-
ised as a means of cornering potatoes
and putting them up to prohibitive prices.
We have decided upon certain regula-
tious, namely, to alter the boundaries of
the area in the South-West by taking a
line from Mundijong arnd, insiead of
going directly eastward, to take the
ling south-eastward to Katanning, and
thenee n a direct line eastward from the
the town of Katanning on the Great
Southern. That will mean that the area
to the south-west of that will be pro-
tected against loeally " grown potatoes
grown outside that area, while on the
other hand it will mean that potatoes
from inside that area can be taken into
any other part of the State. In defer-
ence to the unanimous wishes and expres-
sions of opinion of the people of Gerald-
ton district we are going to yvemove the
embarge against potatces being intro-
duced into that port. The investigations
of the officers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment have proved that the immersion of

These works are



[9 Novenser, 1911.]

potatoes in a 10 per cent. solution of sul-
phuric aeld is a means of effec-
tively preventing any possibility of
infection from these potatoes, and
thevefore we propose to establish a
depot at Fremantle for the treat-
ment of potatoes by this method, which
will enable us to exercise a check and
prevent the eornering of the local supply.
Because I realise that in the cornering
of the loecal supply it will not be the
growers who will do the cornering, but
the produce merchants who buy from
them and then, by exercising a corner,
put up the price te the consumer. We
will have this means of introducing pota-
toes without any possibility of infection,
and will be able to protect the interests
of the consnmers of Western Australia
by reducing the price of potatoes. We
find that the officers of the department
feel assured that this process of treat-
ment is much cheaper than the existing
method, and I certainly believe we will
not. go back to the famine prices which
have ruled for some time past, and which
have made the potato an article tabooed
to a very large proportion of the people
of Western Australia. I may say there
are other proposals in which I hope to
have the eco-operation, not only of mem-
bers, but of producers and consumers
outside, in regard to the cheapening the
price of other commodities. But, natur-
ally, one requires time to deal with these
things and investigate them fully. I can
assure hon. membeys we are dealing with
this question of cheapening the cost of
staple articles of diet with a view to mak-
ing it less oncrous to consumers than it
has heen in the past. So far as the
question of the price of sungar is con-
cerned, that is a matter over which we
have very liitle control ; but had the
people of Australia exercised a little more
consideration at the time the questions
were submilted at the referenda we might
have had ‘some relief in this matter,
which has been a subject of comment for
some time past. However, I want to
assure hon. members that in any proposal
which we may advance we certainly in-
tend to give every encouragement to the
agricultural industry to the end that it
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may prosper ; and we are also going to
take steps, so far as lies in our power,
to see that in the development of that in-
dustry we safeguard the interests of the
consumer and provide that where we ave
able to raise s more economiec and better
supply of agricultural produets, the first
advantage of that better supply is going
to be reached by the econsumers, who to-
day are called upon to support very
largely the efforts which are being made
for the encouragement of the agricul-
tural industry of the State,

On motion by Mr. Dooley debate ad-
journed.

BILL—SUPPLY (£460,000).

Returned from the Legislative Council
without amendment.

House adjourned al 8.28 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 9th November, 1911.

Paas
Papere presented . .. 185
Address-io-reply, fourth’ duy, conclumon . 185
Adjonmment, one week . 169

The PRESIDENT ftook the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seerctary: 1, Annual
Report of the Superintendent of Puhlie
Charities; 2, Annaal Report of the Chief
Inspector of Fisheries.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day—Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previens day,

Hon. W. PATRICK (Central): With
other hon. members who have already
spoken I wish to add my eongratulations



